EF TESTIMONY AND WARNING 
: AGAINST TUE 
BLASPHEMIES and IDOLATRY 
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ws EVIL AÄNoDo DANGER or RVERVY 
ENCOURAGEMENT 6rvtx To IT. 


And more particularly, 
Of that TOLERATION granted by the L E- 
GISLATURE in the RRvoCATION of the 
PENAL STATUTES againſt PAPISTS in England 


and Ireland. 


Addreſſed to 


All PROFESSORS of the PROTESTANT 
REFORMED RELIGION. 


By Tus REFORMED PRESBYTERY. 


FZEK. iii. 17. Son of man, I bave made thee a wwatchman unte 
the houſe of Iſrael, therefore hear the werd at my mouth, and 
give them warning from me, | 

MATTH. xxiv. 24. for there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſis, and ſalſẽ 
prophets ; and ſhall ſhew great figns and wonders, infomuch 
that if it were poſſible they ſhall deceive the very cle. 

Rv. xiv. 9, 10. any man wor ſhip the beaſt and his image, 
aud receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the ſame 
Jhall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he 


Hall be tormented with fire and brimſtene in the preſence of ie 


voly angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb. 
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* Bothwell January 13; 177g, 


The Reformed Preſbytery met, and conſtituted — ſede. 
run, a. 


The committee appointed at laſt meeting of preſbytery, 


N ented to this meeting a copy of ſaid draught, 
nv Ah pen and attentively confidered, the Pretby. 
tery pointed out ſuch corrections as appeared neceſſary to 
be made, and recommended the addition of a few particu. 
lars on certain heads. For theſe purpoſes the preſbytery 
continue the committee, and impower them to meet again, 
in order to finiſh ſaid draught for pubtication, with al 
convenient ſpeed. 


Pentland, gib February, 1779. 


—and having 

The Committee met, and conſtituted, c. an | 
read over, paragraph by paragraph, the draught 1 2 
rected and enlarged according to appointment of Preſby- 
tery, approve the ſame, and order it to be publiſhed 9 
8 don MM Lax, Jun. c/s. p.“ 
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| Line 30. in page 32. ſhould have ended the former ſentence, 
1 I. 4. for powers read rowers. 
. if 15. Cork leading to the foot note ſhould hay: 
been at the word engels, 
P. 51. I. 26. for beſides read to, 


P. 57-1, 24. the mark for the foot note ſhould have been at 
the word Preſbyterian. 


to prepare a draught of a Tz eftiriony and Warning againſt Po- 
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TESTIMONY and WARNING 

r 

REFORMED PRESBYTERY, 
AGAINST THE 


EVIL AND DANGER or POPERY, &c. 


o all Profeſſors of the Proteſtant Reſormed Re- 
| ligion, particularly thoſe under our paſtoral and 
preſbyterial care. 


Beloved friends, brethren, and countrymen, Grace and peace 
be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of God and of 
Jeſus our Lord. , 


S the intereſts of true religion, of God, and of 
Chriſt, all which are one and the fame, ought 
o be the neareſt and deareſt to us all, of all other 
oncerns on earth, you will not, we hope, be offend- 
d at our addreſs to you at this time, nor refuſe a 
lutiful attention to the ſervants of Chriſt in the work 
dt your ſalvation, whilſt we diſcloſe our own fears, 
nd exhibit to your confciences a warning of the ap- 
roach of an evil the molt dangerous that ever infeſted 
he Chriſtian cauſe, we mean that evil of Popery or An- 
chriſtianiſm which is gaining ground in theſe lands, 
Ll which, by the grace and providence of God, it was 
ell nigh ſubdued. How is the gold become dim! 

Religion (by which we mean what is truly ſuch by 
wine command and inſtitution) is of all intereſts the 
oſt important, and hath the juiteſt claim to prefer- 
ace in all the affairs of mankind : Thus we are direct- 
Aby our infallible heavenly Teacher ſent from God, 
id who is given for a leader and commander to the 


Kople : See firſt the kingdom of heaven and the righteouf: 
A. neſs 
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and dealt with as an harlot. No political affairs cf 


EE A+ 
neſs thereof. Religion only then proſpers, when it com. 
mands the lead in the individual, and directs all his 
actions. To prefer before it another object, or t 
employ it in the low office of a mean to obtain a ſecy. 
lar end, is a wretched proſtitution, a real wounding, 
nay, a murdering it: Thus it is with the individual 
acting for himſelf; and ſo it muſt be with many unit. 
ed in one joint operation in a nation. National reli 
gion never can thrive when it is uſed as an hireling, 
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ſtand: 
writte 
was 1 
nants. 
nants, 
Prelac 
cerem 
artful 

the be 


ſtate, either in their own nature, or under all their pol. Mork the 
fible circumſtances, ever ought to be ranked betore MW ibſolu; 
it. Every nation bleſſed with the goſpel of Jeſus ce pri 
ſhould therefore, have it for their firit and laſt work, ſervati. 
in dependence on the aids of grace, to improve it for ty botk 
their own falvation ; to defend it as their beſt interet MWWfnite r 
and poſſeſſion, and to tranſmit it as an inheritance to Wiſts, 
poſterity. When thus labouring, it is likely the go- WMrcftrair 
ſpel will flouriſh ; but when not, it will decay. He ume cc 
defence of the goſpel is a work ſhared amongſt all per-. io ove: 
ſons, who make profeſlion of it in their reſpective lta-WWend of 
tions; but particularly, divided betwixt the miniliry gorous 
and magiſtracy, two diſtinct powers, ncither of wliici ia profe 
is ſubordinate, but both co-ordinate with one an raze th. 
ther. Theſe, according to their different natures, and tis dar 
in their proper places, ſhould exert themſelves in fu rreat g 
porting it among men. To the miniſtry belongs e evolu 
ſpiritual ; and to the magiſtracy appertains the che, wit 
defence of the goſpel. Theſe are the tvs ove tees Enylanc 
which, for this purpoſe, are ſaid to /tand befor: !1erowth | 
God of the whole earth, Zech. iv. 14. Rev. xi. 4 tholicks. 
Our pious and wiſe forefathers, the Reformers, 1vifralties, 
things in this light: Their whole heart was carnelll dy parlia 
let upon the enjoyment of the pure goſpel, deliver emgyeg 
from the idolatrous corruptions of Popery : They from the 
gled hard to obtain it. Their contending eflorts # Alarm 
ſufferings, were bleſſed by God to become ſo ſucce Wiitention 
ful, that the true religion, of Jeſus, in doctrine, 10 eſſary | 


$8. 


ſhip, diſcipline and government, as contained in the 
tandards of the church of Scotland drawn from the 
written word, was profeſſed by all ranks in the land; 
was nationally received, and {worn to in our cove- 
nants, national and ſolemn league; by which cove- 
nants, both the hereſy of Popery, and alſo that of 
Prelacy 3 its unholy hierarchy, popiſh worſhip, and 
ceremonies were ſolemnly abjured. The repeated, 
artful and violent ſtratagems of the popith faction, at 
the beginning, during the progrels, and at the height 
of the Reformation tor overthrowing it, rendered it 
abſolutely neceflary ; for our Reformers, acted from 
the principle of ſelf-defence, and concern for the pre- 
ſervation of the true religion, and that precious liber- 
ty both civil and Chriſtian, wherewith God of his in- 
finite mercy had bleſſed them; to lay all profeſſed Pa- 
pits, traſhcking prieſts, Jeſuits, &'c. under proper 
retraints, as expreſſed in the penal ſtatutes, that in 
time coming they might not have it in their power 


end of the laſt century there was a plot laid, and a vi- 
gorous attempt made bythe Duke of York, James VII. 
Vicia profeſſed Papiſt and Jeſuit, with his creatures, to 
an0-iWFraze the Reformation, and reintroduce Popery. To 
, and is daring and impious deſign, however, God, in his 
up- great goodneſs, was pleaſed to give a check in the 
3 (1 WMevolution which followed, under William the III. 
cal he, with the advice of his parliaments of Scotland, 
n ngland and Ireland, framed acts to prevent the 
e owth of Popery, by which all profeſſed Roman Ca- 
—_ Mſiolicks, were laid under certain diſabilities and pe- 
;, 2VWnalties, which have continued in force till now that 
nell by parliamentary authority, theſe penalties are for ever 
vcrEcmoved, and Papilts in England and Ireland relieved 
ſtrug tom them. | 
5 1 Alarmed by this new and ſtrange procedure, our 
cc ittention hath been drawn out; and we do find it ne- 
naß clay, on this mournful occaſion, to bear public teſ- 
(1 | timony 


to overturn the happy eſtabliſhments. Towards the 
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timony againſt ; and to warn all, and particularly yon 
of our charge, of the manifold evils and dangers 0 
repealing the penal laws, as opening a door for the 3. 
vowed return of that impious religion, whereby God 
has been ſo long robbed of his glory, and which in 
its nature is ruinous to the fouls of men, to human 
ſociety, ſtates and kingdoms ; and has alſo been gd. 
ten drunk with the blood of God's dear ſaints. 
Many of you into whoſe hands this preſent publica. 
tion will come, are conſcious, that we have openly 
teſtified againſt all the many inſtances of encroach. 
ment upon the church, and exertion of that unjuſ, 
antiſcriptural power, claimed by the civil rulers in 
theſe lands, ſince our national defection from the 
caule of God, and his true religion; particularly 
at, and ſince the late Revolution.—A power of coun. 
tenancing, authoriſing and eſtabliſhing whatever mode 
of religion they pleaſe, or is moſt agreeable to the 
inclinations of the people; or which beſt anſwers theit 
private worldly political purpoſes. This lawleſs, pro- 
fane policy manifeſting itſelf more openly than eve: 
formerly, in the Quebec act paſſed ſome years ago, 
whereby Popery, with all its 1dolatries and blalphe- 
mies, in the province of Canada, was taken immedi 
atcly under the legal protection of the ſupreme civl 
authority of theſe nations; the preſbytery then foundit 
their duty to teſtify againſt that infamous national deed, 
as highly provoking and diſhonouring to the God o 
heaven; and their judgment upon it the reader wil 
ſee in the laſt edition of our judicial Teſtimony *. But 
how melancholy 1s it to reflect that the ruling powers 
ſince that time have gone from evil to worle ; from 
the eſtabliſhment of Popery in Canada, they have pro- 


| ceeded to allow Roman Catholicks at home, the irc 


excrcue of their religion: And although the legal to- 


tration has not as yet been extended to Scotland, 0! 
from political views may be waved for a little, * 
| a 


* Sce Teſtimony, p. 88, 89, 90. edition 1777. 
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s, in the courſe of adorable providence, there is a 
op put to it, it is more than probable, yea, almoſt 
rtain, that it will come to be the caſe. The deep, to- 
| filence of all ranks through the nations at that firſt 
ed; was real matter of wonder to many. Had a juſt 
eſentment been diſcovered againſt the eſtabliſhment 
f Popery abroad, perhaps we had not fo ſoon heard 
f the repeal of the acts for preventing the growth of 
ſopery at home. 

But that you may know more diſtinctly the grounds 
f this our particular teſtimony againſt the encou— 
gement given to Popery, by the repeal of the penal 
ws, and upon which we would warn you againſt the 
at and dangerous eviis of it, and engage you to 
and faſt in oppoſition to it, and all encouragement 
at is, or may be given to it, we ſhall ſet before you 
picture, though but in miniature of this great here- 
from ſome of its general features, by which the 
quity of removing theſe ancient fences, our penal 
atutes, will eaſily appear. 

It is now proved beyond contradiction, that the 
ſcription given in the book of the Revelation of a 
alt aſſuming multifarious forms, with many heads 
ad horns, carrying various titles, and exerciſing 
umberleſs cruel acts on the ſaints, applies to the 
durch of Rome, the great whore that ſitteth on many 
ders, and carries her capital character on her fore- 
ad, Myſtery, Babylon the Great, the Mother e bar- 
, and abommations of the earth. The attempts 
ach Papiſts have made to explain away the deſcrip- 
on from themſelves, have been fully refuted by Pro- 
ants, The deſcription will mark none other. Va- 
dus falſe religions, many erroneous tenets have a- 
en ſince the commencement of Chriſtianity ; of all 
ch, there are leſſer or greater hints given in ſcrip— 
e, with ſufficient inſtruction to avoid their influence: 
t of this falſe Papiſtical religion, the wiſdom of 
hath ſeen mect to draw the fulleſt portrait, and 
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to leave the cleareſt delineation, in order that hi 
faithful ones might be directed in the hour of temps 
tion. No hereſy that ever made its appearance; ng 
apoſtaſy that ever happened, is fo minutely exhibitet 
in the written word: Its monſtrous nature, heine 
_ evils, and auful iſſue, are repreſented in the brightel 
colours. There hath not been before it, nor ſhal i] co 
there be after it, a worſe enemy to Chriſtianity: Liſf d to 
muſt not then be accounted a matter of indiffetence: Dents, 
much leſs, a praiſe-worthy deed, to undertake to t an 
port and propagate its intereſt ; for it involves an evi briſtia 
no leſs than to ſupport a falſe, blaſphemous, idol. ice © 
trous, ſanguinary, damnable, and deceitful religion, ered 
The Romith religion is falſe. It is not ſaid tha ad. 
there is no true article in the Creed of Papiſts: There | hour 
are few, or perhaps none ſo erroneous, but they hee © 
ſome truth. Thoſe of the Romiſh communion, ten o 
confeſſed, till profeſs to adhere to the articles of tha wor 
three ancient creeds,—that of the apoſtles ; that oi) ©2 
Nice or Conſtantinople, and that which is called i Of 
Athanaſian. But pray, what horribly ſhocking ting > 
damental errors hath the Romiſh church added e di 
and built upon that foundation? Not light and tri. © 
things of no moment, ſuch as the apoſtle calls was led P 
hay, ſtubble ; but“ Dung, poiſon and all naunel ure the 
of impurities ; 1dolatry, error, and a thouſand “Pur 
perſtitions which are merely Pagan *.*—We canno nd oth 
pretend to give you a citalogue of the many doctrin alles, 
errors of the Romiſh ſynagogue f: We ſhall only ils, an 
brief tell you, what that Popery, that Antichriſtiau'Pcry 2: 
ty is, whick they have built upon theſe fundamental the 
principles of Chriſtianity, which they till retain. Ti 8 com 
you be not deceived, you mult diſtinguiſh bet uc and 


theſe, and the hideous ſuperſtructure of Demon ws | 
| | 5 
Ppery is 
* See Juricu's paſtoral letters, Letter xv. 
+ A pretty full account of theſe may be ſzen in a pamphlet, intitle dp 
A ſhort Expoſition of the Popiſh Tenets abjured in our nal aſtora 


covenants, with a reſutation of theſe errors, Glaſgow 1745 10 Fra 
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jp and doctrines, which the Romiſh church hath 
it upon them. Ihe evangeliſts and apoſtles 
ach us to believe one God in three perſons (ſays 
e judicious antipopiſh writer juſt now referred to) 
gen one Son of God made man, who died for the fins 
mm | mankind, roſe again, aſcended into heaven, and 
l come again to judge the quick and the dead ; 
.. 4 to ſend one part of them into everlaſting tor- 
wee ens, and to give the other rewards infinite for ex- 
up nt and duration. But this 1s not Popery ; this is 
iriſtianity : What then is Popery ? Popery is a fa- 
h rce of the body and blood of our Lord every day 
fered to God, for the fins of the living and the 
ad. It is a new Jeſus made of bread, deſcending at 
| hours between the hands of the prieſt, which they 
ore as the great God: It is the worſhip and invo- 
ation of a ſecond fort of mediators and interceſſors, 
whom they build temples, erect images and al- 
rs; to whoſe honour they ſacrifice Jelus Chrilt ; 
' whoſe name they ſwear; to whom they make 
ws; and in one word, to whom they give all 
cle divine honours that are given to God himſelf. 
an intermediate ſtate betwixt heaven and hell 
led Purgatory, in which for a time ſouls en- 
amel re the pains of fire and torments of the damn- 
1d (Ft urgatory ! which is the foundation of a thou- 
.\nnoF"< other worthips, penances, prayers for the dead, 
Arin alles, indulgencies, ſtations, jubilies, mortifica- 
,nly ils and human ſatisfactions. 10 conclude, 
Aan pery is an inſtitution of a new head and ſpouſe 
ment the church into whoſe hands the Lord Jeſus 
e committed all his authority and rights, to pluck 
- ci and to plant, to build and to deſtroy, to bind 
nos to looſe, to make and unmake kings, and to 

EP? the keys of heaven and hell. Bchold, what 
oery is “! A religion exactly ſuch as the a- 
10 e. | poſtle 
"nation Paſtoral letters by Monſieur Jutieu, directed to the Proteſ- 
145 a > France groaning under Babyloniſh tyranoy, Letter v. p. 96. 
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($I 
extravagant titles of blaſphemy they have conferred 
upon this deified creature, this idol God of their own 
making 3 and which are alſo vouched by their own 
doctors. To this fictitious God they aſcribe other at- 
tributes of deity, ſuch as omnipreſence and infallibili- 
ty, both as to matters of faith and diſcipline. “ He 
cannot err, ſays one expreſsly concerning the Pope: 
« He cannot be deceived; it muſt be conceived 
concerning him that he knows all things.” Another 
expreſſes himſelf thus: —““ He has all things in the 
en abinet ot his own breaſt ; he is unto all the world 
una living law that cannot err, and in which there is 
no obliquity +.” „His holineſs, ſay they, is a- 
bove the reach of calumny, and his faith out of the 
each of error.” — This was the expreſs declaration 
pf the general aſſembly of the. cardinals, archbiſhops, 
biſhops and clergy. of France, anno 1625: And no 
du onder, fince © Chriſt,” as another body of the doc- 
er of that church long after declared, © when he 
went into heaven, gave Peter and his ſucceſſors the 
ame infallibility as he had himſelf; whenever they 
peak from the chair,” — They alſo aſcribe an uni- 
erſal ſupremacy and ſovereignty to him; an attribute 
ries M eculiar to, and inſeparable from the divine nature: 
„bis is evident from the impious titles above-mention- 
he papal antichriſtian ſupremacy is extended 
ver all perſons and cauſes civil and eccleſiaſtic; over 
|| things temporal and ſpiritual, yea, and things e- 
emal too: Kings, kingdoms, crowns, and empires, 
ic at his diſpoſal as the fupreme ſpiritual Pontiff. 
* Chriſt 


red fs -Chriſt is ſalvation to thoſe that believe. Chriſt is our 
liſhed E"couſneſr.---H/e are all inners, &c. yet this gloſs flands un- 
d palles E rcbed in the laſt and beſt editions of the canon law. In the 
the cog edition indeed, they have added this note,——* Theſe 
0, 300 WR vords muſt be undetſtood in a ſound manner, Ci. e. as they 

make moſt for the Popes ſupremacy; and fo it immediately fol- 
lovs) for they are uſed to ſhow that the Pope's power is the 
leſt,” —— pidure of Popery by Solom. Low, p. g. foot note: 
| Howe againſt Popety. Sermons, vol. II. p. 74. 
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* Chriſt has conſtituted Peter's chair over all throng T 
of emperors and tribunals of kings,” ſays a carding over 
doctor of high character in the Romiſh church &. 4A been 
the princes of the univerſe honour and worſhip the and « 
Pope as the ſupreme God,” ſays another of their prete 
hiſtorical writers of great eſteem J. And another thron 
of no leſs reputation, tells us, “ The Pope x ſine 
God's fole vicegerent has ſupreme empire over al then 
kings and princes of the earth.” * In order o the « 
ſome ſpiritual good; and thus as the ſupreme ſpiri- the R 
tual Pontiff, he can depoſe kings, and diſpoſe « with | 
kingdoms,” Betlarm. de Pontif.. Rom. v. 6.—And a ther 
to the Pope's ſupremacy, in refpect of the church and 
ſpiritual things, the fame author affirms very definite. 
ly, © Thar the Pope is (/ummum caput ) the ſuprem N ge 
head of the church ty; which language certainly ex- 445 
cludes any other head: And indeed another of thei WW fuprem 
doctors tells us very plainly, that the Pope is the head council 
of the church on earth, exc/uſo Chriſto, i e. without apoſtol! 
any conſideration of Chriſt : “ He is, ſays he, the fi- 8 ; 
preme and chief head of the church ſucceeding in the * : a 
room of Chriſt, and all power is transferred (Strange cmi. 
not derived but transferred) from Chriſt to him. - ettiog 
We refer ſuch as. chaſe to fee more authenticating Wl 1439» / 


proofs of this head to the foot of the page ||. 1 — 
| 


ſo that 


„The 
* Cardinal Pool de Concil. ſeems te 


+ Flavius Blondus, Romæ inſtauratæ, lib. 3. that the 

+ De Pontiff, Rom. ii. 12, 10. H 

According to the Roman decretals, both ſwords, the te 3383 
poral and ſpiritual, are in the hand of the Pope ——“ The ſubmitte 
Pope is the head ot the body of Chriſt (ſays an author of the fe. the Jeſy 
miſh communion of the very laſt age, and eſteemed of great® thing is 
pacity) the emperors and kings are his arms and heads; it 18 0 b to pre 
neſs therefore to ſay, that the head has no power over the =" de prett 
The arms can do nothing but what concerns -the feeding, cloth N Papa 
ing and protection of the body; the direction of all which die oumer 
undoubtedly belong to the head, from whence it is derived ro ths for ever 
arms, as St Paul teaches, Col. ii. 19. Therefore, if king , reprove 


not feed and cloth the body---if the hands and arms do _y judged 1 


„ 

This uſurped papal ſupremacy is extended not only 
over all forts of men, and all things on earth, as has 
been ſaid; but even over the very angels of heaven 
and devils in hell. —All this power the Roman Pontiff 
pretends to receive upon his election. to the papal 


ſigned to ſignify the power in heaven, carth and hell) 
then ſet on his head with the following addreſs from 
the cardinals of his conclave, as you have it in 


the Roman pountifical, Receive this diadem adorned 
ot with three crowns, and know yourſelf to be the fa- 
25 ther of princes and kings; governor of the world, 
and and 
ww charge their duty, they may be cut off as uſeleſs members by the 
E: command of the head. Gaſpar. Scioppii eccleſiaft. e. 241, He 


died anno 1649. This is their doctrine as to the papal temporal 


het ſupremacy ; and with relation to his fpiritnal ſupremacy, their 
1ead councils all declare and decree with one voice, That the holy 
out apoſtolic See and Pope of Rome have the ſupremacy over all the 
- (1. WR 491 3 that tbe Pope is the ſucceſſor 10 St Peter prince of the a- 


poltles ; true vicar of Chriſt; head of the whole church; father 
and teacher of ail Chriſtians; and that to him in St Peter was 
commited by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, full power of feeding, di- 
reftiog and governing the whole catholic church.” Concil. Florent. 
1439, /ef. ult. The Pope is ſupreme above general councils, 
Bellarm, de concil 2. 1.— “ We hold that the Pope is ab- 
ſolutely above the catholic church, and above a general council, 
ſo that he has no judge above him ona earth.” And ſays another, 
„The very doubt whether a council be greater than the Pope 
ſeems to be abſurd, becauſe it would involve a contradiction, viz. 
bat the ſupreme Pontiff is not ſupreme.” Tacoba de concil. lib. 
10. Hence all the decretal mandates of Popes are received by 
he true Papiſt as canonical with the profoundeſt implicity, and 


| * ſubmitted to with the readieſt obedience. Thus Loyola the father of 
N the Jeſuits ſays of the Pope, that, If he ſhall declare that any 
eu thing is black, which bi e bound al 

* g is black, which to our eyes appear white, we ate bound al- 


ſo to pronounce 1t black.” Nay, ſo loftily ſpeaks that man of ſin, 
the pretended ſupreme Pontiff, as to tell us in his own canon law, 
8 Papa, &c. ** If the Pape were ſo wicked as to carry with him 
innumerable people by troops as faves to hell, to be with himſelf 
for ever tormented, yet no mortal man whatever mult preſume to 
[eprove his faults, becauſe he is judge of all, and himſelf to be 
Judged by none.” Decrer. par. 1. 4. 40. cap. 6. 
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throne, under the emblem of the triple crown (de- 
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and vicar upon earth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . ea, ev. 
The Pope thus inveſted with this ſovereign ſupremacy, d, or e 
claims and exerciſes the power of forgiving fins; ; riptur 
power which by all, excepting Papiſts, is acknowledy. re acc 
ed to belong to God alone; he forgives all fins pat Mut arc 
and preſent ; and by his indulgencies to fin, alſo for. Pope ar 
gives thoſe that are to come 4. Pope Innocent Ill. Wing po 
in the 13th century, promiſed to all ſuch as would en. Hue of 


gage in the croiſade for extirpating the heretics (the ry rig 
Albigenſis) “ The full pardon of all their fins here, Wer the 
and a greater meaſure of glory hereafter.“ He fe. 
bids churchmen to marry, —a character by which the any in 
ſcripture diſtinaly marks out Antichriſt, 1 Tim. iv 2, dodtrin, 
—He diſpenſes with moral duties f, ſolemn oaths, and bl Ink 
yows ||, forbidden degrees of marriage among the lait, i; 


Id queen 
Jed, ent VI. 
und in 4 
* Accipe Thyarum tribus coronis ornatum, et ſcias te eſſe fa. 4 A| 


frem principum, et regum; redtorem orbis; in terra vicariun w of Mc 
ſalratoris naſtri Jeſu Chriſti. And ſo, he muſt certainly be Antonir 
conſidered as having a right to enthrone and dethrane at pleaſute, d marrii 
all petty kings under him,--- Or how can he govern the world! d canon; 
+ © One of themſelves preferred to the Pope ſuch an applic- e licenc 
tion as this, Thou Lamb of God, who takeſi away the jin of th re to th 
world, have mercy on me! Thou Lamb of God, who take) away Myſter 
the ſin of the world, grant us thy peace | This was actually ſaid Hear u 


to, and received by one of their Popes ; and it has been exprels urch anc 
Iy tavght of the papal power with reſpe& to this very matter, Im the P 
That whereas any ordinary biſhop may remit temporal puniſh $ not be 
ment, the Pope has power to remit eternal---That he has more Luthery 
power as to this point than Chriſt as man; for ſay they, Chril Ice recei 
as man did only-procure pardon, but the Pope as a god does güte Peter's 
it.“ Howe, ubi ſupra, p. 75 | Itroverſi, 
1 The Pope, ſay the Roman doctors, has power in all thing ter, ( 
purely poſitive; and in ſome pertaining to divine moral law; be- Full t. 
cauſe he has all laws in his own brealt as to interpretation and cent 11 


diſpenſation, De Conſt, Licit. lib. 6. et Sylvefter. ſumm. verb, 
diſpenſ. n. 7. apud Low.---** He can diſpenſe with the divine pie. 
cepts,”---Rictardus, apud Angelum ſumm. verb. Papa. 
The obligation of oaths'and vows is by divine and natural 
law, yet the Pope has diſpenſed with them, and can diſſolve 
them,”---ſays one of. the doors of the council of Trent in the 


16th cent, Can. Lec, Theol. part 6. Relif, de Peniten, P. * 
1 455 . > » 5 e „5 14 1 h) 
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C233 
ea, even with inceſtuous marriages *, Nay, he is exalt- 
d, or exalteth himſelf above the whole law of God, and 
riptures of the Old and New Teſtament ; for theſe 
re accounted of no intrinſical authority in themſelves, 
wut are held as deriving all their validity from the 
Pope and church of Rome; and he arrogates a diſpen- 
ing power with reſpect to both law and golpel f. 
De of themſelves poſitively ſays, He can make per- 
ry righteouſneſs, if it be for any valuable purpoſe 
r the ſervice of the catholic cauſe f.—That he can 
. diſpenſe 
any inſtances of this difpenſing power might be produced, both 
doctrine and practice. Vide Azorii (a writer of the 16th cen- 
ry) Inftitut, Moral. 5. 15. and 10. g And particular diſ- 
oſations granted by the reſcripts of Pope Martin V. to the king 
d queen of France, dated at Rome, OR. 18. 1420. and of Cle- 
ent VI. to ditto, dated from Avignon in May 1251. both to be 
und in Specilegio, Luce Dacherii ad annum 1351. et 1420. 
% Almoſt all the degrees of conſanguinity prohibited by the 
of Moſes, are alſo prohibited by the law of nature; yet, as 
Anton. informs us, Pope Martin V. diſpenſed with one who 
d married his own fiſter, having taken advice of ſkilful divines 
| d canoniſts.” —— Nay, the Pope aſſumes to diſpenſe with, and 
licts e licence even for ſodomy; ſuch a licence Pope Sixtus the IV. 
f the re to the whole family of Cardinal St. Lucy, ſays the author of 
away Myſtery of Iniquity, Ad annum 130, apud Low. 
y ſaid Hear what the papal doors ſay on this, The docttine of the 
preſs- urch and Pope of Rome, is the infallible rule of faith ; and 
atter, m the Pope the holy ſcripture receives its force, and he that 
uniſhe $ not believe this is a heretic.” Sy/ve/t. Mozolini Epit. reſponſ/. 
more Lutherum, cap. 9 And another thus: We with reve- 
Chril Ice receive that only for the word of God, which the Pope out 
$ give Peter's chair, as ſupreme maſter of Chriſtians and judge of all 
| troverſies, does by a definitive ſentence propoſe unto us,“ 
thing cer. ¶ Joan. ) Defenſ. de verb. Dei, p. 16. ; 
y de. | Full to this purpoſe ſpeaks a poſſeſſor of the Vatican throne, 
0 and Iocent III. in the Romap decretals: The Pope who repre- 
. verb, u on earth not mere man, but God, has an heavenly power, 
ne pie. I therefore changes the nature of things by applying the ſub- 
tials of one thing to another, and of n41hing he can make 
natural "ng, In thoſe things which he wills, his will is inſtead of 
diſſobe mM; nor is there any one that can ſay unto him, Why dee 
t in the e For he can diſpenſe above law He can make juſtice 


b. 270. Wice by altering and amending laws, and he has a fulneſs of 
Nat] er, Ec. | : | 
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diſpenſe with any of the books of the Old Teftamen, 
becauſe he is greater than the penman thereof 
can alter or add to the goſpel as he pleaſes *.” I 
acknowledgment of this blaſphemous ſupremacy ant 
infallibility, arrogated by the Popes and church d 
Rome, is an article ſo eſſential in the creed of Papiſy 
that without it there is no ſalvation + On this baſe 
it is that the eſteem and regard of Papiſts to him ; 
founded, and which is ſuch as is due to no mortal. 
Hence it is ſaid in ſcripture That they worſhip ti 
beaſt—He is eſteemed as an oracle; his edicts and d: 
clarations are revered ; Papiſts look up to him with: 
religious veneration. © Their faith feems to term 
nate on this ſuppoſed infallible creature,” the Po 
or church, one or both, for it is all one. And thouy 
they call their Pope God's Vicegerent, Chriit's Vica | 
Orc. yet, it is plain, if words and deeds, profeſſion ation 
practice will make any thing plain, that they attribut od. 
more than vicegerency to him. It is evident that s tc 
falſe fictitious God of theirs, is the only, the ultima es) c. 
object of their religion, and foundation of their fi erna! 
and truſt.—“ For how little ſuſpicion do they diſco mage 
that theſe ſins are yet unpardoned which the Pope p4 eaſure 
dons !—Or how little dread appears among them, lkment 
having his judgment reverſed by a ſuperior judgment e croſs 
From the whole therefore, it may appear, how prope 
ly the words of the apoſtle's deſcription of the man 
ſin, 2 Theſſ. 11. 4. apply to the Roman Pontiff, as d 
who oppeſeth and exaitcth himſelf above all that ii 7 


Howe, bi ſupra. 

+ So their doctors, and Popes decrees declare. Bellarn. 
Pontif. Rem. The whole of Chriſtianity is concerned in 
doctrine of the Pope's ſupremacy.”-—— lt is the hinge; the 0 
dation; and to ſay all in a word, The ſum of Chiriſtianity. 
ken. cap. G. p. 255- And the papal decree as to this, lat 
thus: We declare, affirm, decree and pronounce to emer)! 
man creature, that it is abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation 40 be! 
ject to the Pope of Rome.“ Boniface VIII. 1294 

Þ Vide Howe, abi ſupra. 


1 

od, or that is worſhipped ; ſo that he as God, fitteth 
n the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God. 
We ſhall add nothing further on this article, but a 
votation from one of the moſt ſenſible writers of the 


re ſummed up in a tew ſentences, and which we re- 
ueſt you our readers to glance over as a witneſs to the 
ruth of the whole. 

« Qur Popes are not ſatisfied with the canons made 
our holy fathers, but muſt continually be adding 
ew decrees, extravagants, and declaratory rules of 
hancery, ſo that there is no end or meaſure of making 
mons; and this luſt of making new canons is the 
nly ambition of all the Popes, whoſe arrogance has 
rown to ſuch a height as to command the angels of 
eaven And by interpretations, declarations, diſ- 
utations, to practiſe their tyranny even on the law of 
od. Did not Pope Clement in a bull (which at this 
ay is to be ſeen at Vienna in the archieves of privi- 
ges) command the angels of heaven to introduce to 
ternal happineſs, the foul of him that makes a pil- 
image to Rome tor indulgencies ; ſaying, it is our 
eaſure that he ſhould not in any ſort ſuffer the pu- 
lkment of hell, granting withal to thoſe ſigned with 
e crols, the power of delivering from purgatory any 
ree or four ſouls that they pleaſed, which errone- 
us and intollerable temerity, not to ſay hereſy, the 
bool of Paris then publicly proteſted againſt. More- 
ſer, by their canons and decrees we learn, that the 
itrimony of Chriſt are kingdoms, caſtles, dona- 
ons, foundations, freeholds, wealth and poſſeſſi- 
$; that the ſupremacy of his miniſters is empire 
d dominion ; that the ſword of Chrift is juriſdiction 
d temporal power ; that the rock, the foundation 
[the church is the perſon of the Pope; that biſhops 
© not the miniſters, but the heads of the church; 
at the goods of the church are not the doctrines of 
e golpel, the zeal of faith, the contempt of the 


world, 


lomiſh communion, wherem all the above particulars . 


Fas , m = 


& -— 
* 


1 - > — 
24 


1 — 
—_ * 


—— — — PY NES 


= 
— - — —— 


PP 


* 


— 


- - i — td 


= 


2 . + ods. a dra of * 1 os 
< ————— 1 — R 3 —— 2 


7 * 
1 
+ FX 
> 
#2 
„ 1 
44 
a 
bd 4 
\ \ 
* JP 
N 
þ 
Z * 
72 Ls 
+538 
F328 
: FF; 
5 


1 
Nt ” 
9 
* 
9 
Y 
. 
N 
' 


- 
— — 22 - — ww 
. 0 #4 G 


( 16 ) 
world, but tributes, tithes, oblations, purple, mitra 
gold, ſilver, jewels. That it belongs to the Pope 9 
make wars, to diſſolve alliances, to violate oaths, u 
abſolve from obedience That the Pope can depot 
a biſhop without a cauſe; can give away mens pr, 
perties ; can diſpenſe with vows and oaths, contra 
to the law of nature, and none can ſay unto hin, 
What doeſt thou? Nay, that he can for weighty re 
ſons, as they ſay, diſpenſe with a third part, or eve 


; We 
all the New Teſtament That the office of biſhop Th 
is not to preach the word of God, but to——conte they | 
orders, dedicate temples, baptize bells, confecra:WiW $ayio! 
altars and cups—veſtments and images; and the crucif 
that are above theſe things, leave them to“ certain tte er 
tular biſhops, while they themſelves go on emhaſſe in chu 
to kings, or in the retinue of queens From tie fr pr 
ſame fountain proceed thoſe diſtinctions, by wh inq x 
buhopricks and benefices are, at this day, bouplt prayer 
and fold without fimony, with all the traſſick and churct 
monopoly of pardons, indulgences, diſpenſation, Salbe 
and ſuch like forms of rapine; ſo that a price is {ct u gather 
God's free pardon of fins, and gain is made by the p Thus 1 
mihments of hell “.“ But we proceed: to Got 

The Romiſh religion is zdolatrous. Idolatry is Hot woc 
worſhipping of idols. It is the giving of the honou 4 ] 
and worſhip belonging to God to a creature. The bouſhe 
are in general two kinds of idolatry, Heatheniſh and 
Antichriſtian : The former of theſe is found among , 
thole nations that know not God, and conſiſts in # + Th 
doring, or giving divine worſhip to the creatures bes ex; 
God; tuch as, the fun, moon and ſtars, or any 0 . t 
ther vifible and corporeal object or image as God, who 
inſtead of God himſelf, whether in pretence of voy. k, 2 
ſhiping God in them or by them. This is that Fagal#s:,;, 
idolatry which the apoſtle condemns, Rom. 1. 21,2 w/ hop 
23. a fin that directly ſtrikes againſt the firſt con E 

;nandmel z k 

* Cornelius Agrippa de Vanitate Scientiarum, cap. 92. Wn! vorlhipp 

de jure Canonico, edit. 1653. Are 


(49-3 

6 mandment ih the decalogue, which regulates out 
WI worſhip as to its juſt object, the one true and living 
cod. The latter of theſe is found among Papiſts. 
v0: Therc is a fivetold idolatry with which the reformed 
pro have juſtly charged the Romaniſts : Firſt, Their croſs- 
rar worſhip ; ſecondly, Their faint and angel worſhip ; 
me thirdly, Their image-worthip ; fourthly, Their relict- 
r- worſhip ; and fifthly, Their bread or hoſt-worſhip “. 
even We ſhall only glance a little at theſe ſeveral articles, 
bop They worſhip pieces of old rotten timber, which 
me they pretend are parts of the real croſs on which our 
cratt Saviour ſuffered. —*© They ere material croſſes and 
wei crucifixes (i. e. figures repreſenting our Saviour on 
in .me croſs) of wood, ſtonc, c. in all places,“ —and 
ale in churches ; and ſome they make of gold and ſilver 
nor private devotion. Theſe are ſolemnly confecrated 
(ch 1nd worſhipped with divine honours, adorations, 
ug prayers and praiſes +. The image of croſs erected in 4 
aug churches, they addreſs by ſolemn invocation, ſaying, = 
ton Salve cetervam, &c. Give ſalvation to the aſſembl 
(ct ag gathered together in thy praiſes, O holy crofs t.”— 
Ic d | us they blaſphemouſly give the glory which belongs 
to God, and to Chriſt and him crucified, to a piece 
of wood, ſtone or metal. 


N „ * —— „ > m— ö 
, 4 — - _— - WP - . 
: \ - ; - + ” _ - 
- — <2. 4 2 — wo. * 
r „ — os — — Bo. - * 4 


ra” r 


. 
o 
a : . f «al 8 - 
——— —-— ——— — : * 


— 
4 2 


"=" 7 G . EY 
— 4— . - - . k - o —_ 
DD IT— !”. —⅜ 
- 
M$ ew * ” 211 * 


is the 


ono In place of the demi-gods—the tutelar and 
Then houſhold gods of Paganiſm, ſubordinate to the great 
h and C | God 


non * See the Morning Exerciſes againſt Popery, Serm, 10. 

* q The popiſh faith and practice with reſpe& to this article is 
res Mes expreſſed by St. Thomas their aagelical dofor, and all the 
any 0 relt of tbem.——“ It is an article of the catbolic faith, that the 
od, 0 croſs of Chriſt ſnould be worſhipped, with the ſame worſhip which 
OT WA God. We pray to the croſs, as to him that hung 

Wit, and place our hopes of ſalvation in it: For the church ſings 
agu Breviar. Ron. Sabb. Ante Dom. Paſtunem Hail, O croſs, our 
21,2% My hope! In this time of the paſſion give growth of grace to the 
| com d, and pardon to finners. Aquinas, apud Bonatinarm. And 
men ah 3. queſt. 25. . Not only the firſt croſs on which our Lord 
4 2 ; but alfo images and pictures of that croſs, are thus to be 
ok Worlhipped.” Jacob. Gretſon de Cruce, , 46, Obiit 1625, 
| Breviar, Rem. in Feſt, Sante Cracts, 
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WE RR 
God Jupiter, Popery hath put its jaints *. Theſe ar 
taken not only from among the apoſtles, true mat. 
tyrs and contefiors, but from among its bigots—it, 
. hypocrites—tts monks, its founders of orders, G. 
Theſe by papal canonization are placed in heaven very 
near unto God. It hath pulled Jeſus Chriſt from the 
right-hand of the Father, where he alone was to inter. 
ceed continually for us, and placed there in conjunc- 
tion with him +, theie tutelar—and& patron God, 
not only to offer unto God their interceſſions, but 
their merits }. To theſe, with all the ſolemnities of a 
religious worſhip, Kneeling with uncovered heals, 
and with hands and eyes lifted up; they offer prayers, 
fupplications, and vows. In honour of them they in- 
ſtitute feſtivals, build churches, and erect altars which 
bear their names ;—all which are inſtances and parts 
of the divine honour and religious worſhip which is 
duc to God only. This Romith ſaint worſhip muſt, 
therefore, be peculiarly idolatrous, yea, blaſpemous, 
as it aſcribes the perfections of omniſcience and omni. 
* preſence to theſe creatures, which are in their very 
nature attributes of God incommunicable ; tor no lation 
perſon can be the object of prayer, but ſuch alone 3 Mie a 

' know the hearts of all men, and who is alſo infinitely; Wrieg | 
preſent, and infinitely powertul to help in all caics. this 
But none among all theſe Papiſtical demi- gods and Wiſh to be 
goddeſſes are raiſed ſo high. as the bleſſed . in 
their 
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That this ſort of idolatry is chargeable upon the Romiſh church, 
and allowed by her, appears from the decrees of their '{:-3t fathers 
on this head. Sancfis una cum Chriſto regnantibus, &c. © Thi! the 
ſaints reigning with Chriſt, and offering up their prayers for men, 
it is good and profitable humbly to invocate them, and to have te- 
courſe ( covfugere ) to their prayers, aid and aſſiſtance, that ue 
may obtain bleſſings of God.“ Council Trident. ſeſſ. 9. See allo 
the catechiſm publiſhed by authority of this council. oy 

. + © Chriſt, ſay they, is Mediator, but not ſo as to exclud* E a 

- faiots from being mediators alſo. Cochlei Diſcuſ. Confe]: A. WR. | co, 
ſtan. art 21. 
t Vide Juricu nbi ſupra, 


0 

their acts of eſteem, truſt and worſhip. Her they 
ſeem to exalt even above the throne of God, and of 
the Lamb. Her they ſalute by the auguſt titles of 
« The glorious Queen of heaven ;—the ſovereign lady 
of the world ;. the gate of paradiſe ; the mother of 
grace; the parent of mercy ; the temple of the Lord; 
the empreſs of ſaints ; the retuge of ſinners, and the 
redemptrix of mankind.” The name oi Mary, they 
conclude, is not only more precious and ſweet than the 
name of any other of the ſaints, but even more precious 


o“ command her Son with the authority of a mo- 
mer; —blaſphemoufly calling her“ his governeſs or 
ady *.” They reckon the bare repetition or mention- 
ing of her name to be of great account; hence fay- 
ing the words, Ave Maria, ſo many times over, is 
"th them a preſcribed exerciſe of devotion of great 
erit. Nay, ſo high do their veneration and religious 
ſteem for this ſaint run, that many of them do, by a 
oſt ſolemn and formal religious act of dedication, 
onſecrate themſelves to her ſervice perpetually and 
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cation to the glorious Trinity, and divine Redeemer, 
We mall only further obſerve, that together with de- 
parted ſaints, Popery joins angels allo as the objects 
this its idolatrous creature-worſhip. "Theſe are al- 
to be invoked, ſays the council of Trent, —“ Be- 
cauſe 
Fu es illius Domina, ſay they in their prayers to the Virgin. 


f It is almoſt impoſſible to recite all their blaſphemies in this 


hurch, a 
Mance of their ido)atrous ſervice. Thoſe that chooſe may con- 


2 ne ſubje K. We ſhall only mention one inſtance of a prayer 
ave te- M one of the offices appointed for the Virgin Mary in the 
hat ve iter, approved by the doctors of the Sorbonne or univerſity of 
ee allo un. © My only ſuccour, my lips are bound to publiſh no other 

ler but thine : By thee the head of the ſerpent hath been 
exclude uſed, and the world repaired : Thy power is boundleſs; unto 


& | confeſs my ſins ; into thy hands I commit my ſoul. Come 
ty Mary, ye that are athirſt, pray unto her that with her water 
will waſh away the filth of your ſins,” &c. 


.M 


and powerful too than that of Zeus. They pray to her 


or ever +, as it is the duty of Chriſtians to do with 


It Dr, Hick's Speculum B. Virginis, and Dr. Patrick on the 
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cauſe hes perpetually behold the face of God, and ike d 


freely undertake the defence of our ſalvation.” —(. utes « 
ly they eſteem the worſhip of ſaints more profitable rife 


than that of angels. Between theſe two kinds of faint, The 
they diſtribute the care and government of the world, Nip. 

of kingdoms and cities, of ſea and land, taking it al. WWcpart 
molt wholly out of the hand of God; and to then Meir! 


therefore they ſinfully betake themſelves as their help rea, | 
ers, interceſſors, and ſaviours. Upon the whole of odies 
this ſhort account of the antichriſtian ſaint-worſhip, Miey a 
may we not join in the reſſection made by a Proteſam ids t! 
Chriſtian divine of our own country on this article Miſpnens « 
« Bluſh, O ye heavens at this! that ever men who Miſninec 
call theatctran Chriſtians, ſhould become as vile a ofters 
the moſt ſtypid heathens Should thus foriake the wilt 1 
fountain of living waters—This is idolatry of the dee Heir p 
eſt dye - ſuchſpiritual whoredom, as never wa Miſe" the 
committed by any that called themſelves by the nane Wcvoti« 
of the Lord, from the beginning of the world to te ate a 
days of Antichriſt. 2 — Thus much of the Romilh ſaint them 2 
and angel adoration. any id 
But they not only worſhip the perſons (or rather tl than tl 
ſouls only) of departed ſaints, but their images; and The 
thoſe of angels alſo, T hey fill their Nantes, with tous v 
idols, which they call holy images.” They not oni be 
make images of all theſe their own canonized {aint abſurd 
and of the apoſtles, and Virgin Mary whom they pi bread- 
ture carrying an infant in her arms, but they preſu 100 Of 
to frame images of the angels, though wholly inc, the 
poreal ; yea, and of the inviſible God himſelf, of el of theſ 
Chriſt, of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the ever-blelicay'o th 
Trinity i in unity, than which nothing can be more im ot the 
pious, and contrary to the letter of the divine Jaw. idol the 
At the feet of theſe inſenſible dumb images, be tru 
round upon their altars with lighted candles of wi 
or tallow burning before them, as if they were ſent by 
ble, intelligent beings, they Fall down proſtrate, ut BALL, 
fer Prayers: Ofler incenſe, and kiſs the holy ine | ; It 
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ng ee the idolaters of old time in obedience to the ſta. 
On- ates of Jeroboam, Hof. xiii. 2. Let the men that ſa- 
able rifice kiſs the calves. 

nts The next piece of their idolatry is their relict wor- 
i, Whip. They are not content of worſhipping the ſaints 
t al. eparted, and their images, as above, but their duſt, 
hen eir boncs, hair, rags of their cloaths, flippers, Oc. 
iclp ea, the very worms, lice and vermin bred in their 
« of odies by diſeaſe (ſo long as they can be preſerved) 
hip, hey abule to the ſame idolatrous purpoles : Thele re- 
dum ids they ſay do wonders ; they heal the ſick, open 
e- Wncns eyes, raiſe the dead: They are ſometimes en- 
wha nined in gold or filver, or depoſited in cheſts, or 
le i; coffers finely adorned, and placed in the churches 
» the ut in honour of theſe ſaints; in theſe they are on 
lech heir peculiar feſtival days laid with great reſpect up- 
von the altars, and men bow down to them with great 
12me Wdcvotion : On the ſame occaſion they are carried in 
) the ftate about the ſtreets, with a proclamation before 
fam them as before Joſeph, Bow the knee. Was there ever 


any idolatry in the world more abſurd and ſhocking 


rte han this? 
and The laſt mentioned inſtance of the Roman idola- 
with tous worſhip, is their bread or ho/t worſhip. This 


may be, not unjuſtly, reckoned the moſt impious and 
adlurd of all their idols. Here they adore a piece of 
bread—the ſacramental bread z and under pretence 
too of Chriſt's inſtitution, and of its being changed 
by the power of God, upon the prieſt's bare utterin 

of theſe words of the firſt inſtitution, This is my body, 
nto the real natural body of Chriſt, which was born 
ot the Virgin, and ſuffered on the croſs &. This bread 
dol they call by all the names ↄnd titles belonging to 
the true Jeſus ; and with great pomp and ſolemnity, 
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e. u In this ſenfe the popiſh doctors explain the hard word an- 
ape Hfartiati:n, 

] * 


Fu nay be neceſſary we ſhould ſay ſomething, and which 


1s 
we 
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Ive it carried through the ſtreets, that all may ad not b 
it; and who ever will not, is held, and treated a; «,, inat. 
ecrable and accurſed. Theſe and ſuch like inſtanc pers 
of the 1dolatrous invocations of Rome conſidered, A ping 4 
„ind [tc 

| | hear, 

we can do but in the briefeſt way, ſor the ſupport of the chan We h. 
here brought. Hear the decree of the fathers of Trent on th idola 
head, Canon 6. on the Eucharift.---- Siguis dixerunt, &c. f wy * . 
one ſhall ſay that Chriſt the only begotten Son of God, is not u thineſ: 
be adored with the external worſhip of Latria, in the holy ſay prid, e 
ment of the euchariſt, let him be accurfed.” But leaſt w them, 
ſhould think they mean no more than that Chriſt, the only beg ld faſt 
ten Son of God, is in the ſacrament to be adored, as we conſel The B 
he is in every act of religious ſervice (and not the outward ele. 2 
ments themſelves) they immediately add, - Nullus dubitandi l duty te 
cus, &c. There is no doubt but that all faithful Chriſtians... WP) all 
ought to give the ſupreme and ſovereign worſhip, which is due Heir chi 
God himſelf, to the moſt holy ſacrament.---For it is neverthelel fyrmec 
to be adored, though it was inſtituted of Chriſt to be received,” ner! 
It is therefore that which is appointed to be outwardly receired 3 


which they make the object of their adoration, viz. the outward Id gen) 
ſacramental elements. Accordiogly, one of their moſt famous d. body c 
vines has that remarkable expreſſion, © Non folum Chrifiun [1 Wiory ac 
fotum vifibile ſacramentum, unico cultu 'aderari.”--»ExaQtly v t has 
greeable to theſe principles is their practice in this matter.“ Te urch 

prieſt in every maſs, as foon as he has conſecrated the bread znd 1 fin 


wine, falls down on his knees, and adore, the outward elements 
thus conſecrated, which they call the 1 and, 2s it h Nut, an 
expreſsly appointed by the Roman Miſial, c. 9. Capite incliu Hey hay 
verſus ſacramentum, &c. Bowing his head towards it, and oteſt a; 
his eyes fi.:ed upon it, ſays with a loud voice, as to Chriſt himſclh, i 

Lamb of God that takeſt away the fin of the world, have mercy ö 

upon us, '&c.---Then the prieſt riſing up after he has adored it led b 
himſelf, lifts it yp above his head with his eyes fixed upon it, em the 
be devoutly adored by the people, who having been advertiſed by WiWunce | 
the maſs bell, fall down in the humbleſt adorations of it, as if I ., 

Chriſt himſelf were viſibly preſent before them. Acordingly, i 
their acts of worſhip on tlus occaſion, they pray as they are taught 


in ſuch. forms of invocation, as are applicable only to Chriſt him- * Thy 
ſelf; e. g. O ſaving hoſt, { /alutaris hoftia ) which openel e ſcarle 
the gate of heaven, give me ſtrength,” &c, And this aderatiol n, lay 
is payed to it, not only in the time of the communion or mals ſer vere | 
vice, but allo when it is ſet upon their altars, with the candles git to | 


burning, and incenſe ſmoking before it, or when it is hung up 0 le the 
its rich ſhrine, &c. with a canopy of ſtate over it. 
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not been juſtly called, the Mother of harlott and 
Uminations ; nor can all the evaſion of popiſh wor- 
ppers exeem them from the charge of —© wor ſhip- 
ping devils, and idols of gold, and ſilver, and braſs, 
ind ſtone, and wood, which neither can ſee, nor 
hear, nor walk,“ Rev. ix. 20. | 
We have been ſomewhat larger on this atticle of 
e idolatry of the church of Rome, becauſe it is that 
thineſe and wickedneſs, which the whole popiſh 
rid, even the moſt civilized, refined and reformed 
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a them, {till ly funk and drenched in, and which they 
= Id faſt, and refuſe to let go. We now proceed, 
Intels 


The Romiſh religion is ſanguinary. Fapilts account 
duty to put to death, and that in the moil harbarous 
y, all who having been once in the communion of 
eir church, do leave it, and proteſs the Proteſtant 
formed religion, which they call hereſy. This. is 
operly perſecution, and inſeparable from the nature 
d'genius of their religion. The exerciſe of this 
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us d. Food y cruelty upon Proteſtants, has not been a tran- 
" ( Wory act, or committed by ſome over-heated zealots; 
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t has been the conſtant practice of that wicked 
urch, from principle, or for conſcienge fake ; and 
it ſtill remains to be their principle, their practice 
uſt, and will be the ſame in every nation wherec-ever 
ey have, or come to have the ſuperior power. A 
oteſtants arewith them heretics, impious, blaſphe- 
ous; and being annually excommunicated, aud 
ted by their Pope, are appointed to be extirpated 
om the earth, root and branch, unleſs they will re- 


ſed by Pune the truth, and join in their idolatrous wor- 
. . p*. From theſe principles it is, that the ſaints of 
caught 1 God, 
t him. * Thus a famous doctor of the Roman church dignified with 
zpenclt BW: fcarler bat, and whoſe authority is ſtill reſpectable among 
zration n, lays it down as a certain determined point, © That if 
ls ſere vere poſſible to extirpate the heretics, without doubt they 
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et to be deſtroyed root and branch; but if it cannot be, be- 
ile they are ſtronger than we, and if there is danger, ſhould 
| they 
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God, have been the conſtant objects of their pe | 
cuting, diabolical cruelty : Hence the papal churchy embra 
preſented in the Revelation, by a whore, or proſtiit Jacram! 
ſitting upon a ſcarlet coloured beaſt, is beheld in f mals, 
viſion, as drunk with the blaod of the ſaints, and ſhip 0 
the martyrs of Jeſus. As a proof of the bloody, i quieſe: 
fernally cruel and brutal ſpirit of Popery and Papi paſſed 
we need only refer to its hiſtory, and to the (ad oi” the 
perience of the Proteſtant churches and profeſſon mong 
the true reformed religion in Scotland, England, iſ” b 
land, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, and every rrebea 
ther nation in Europe and Aſia, whether the pH 9 
power has reached. Wm xt ur, 
The Romiſh religion is damnable : Although x 
tormerly ſaid, they profeſs to hold the truths containe be bo, 
in the ancient creeds, which are maintained by al Moreo' 
Proteſtant churches, yet the idolatries, errors, andi mount 
purities which they have ſuperadded to theſe doctrine nouſar 
take away from them all that which is ſaving in ther orchea 
—We may juſtly confider their ſyſtem comple Ind his 
taken, as comparable to a cup of wine, or other and, 0 
quor, originally good and wholeſome, but which | War! 
lome malignant hand has been mixed with a dee Lai 
poiſon. The wine retains its colour, ſtrength and iii due 
and perhaps its taſte ; nevertheleſs, to drink of | 
certain death from the poiſon wherewith it is mingle 
What the Romiſh faith is, may be known, eſpec 

ly from their new Trent creed, which conſiſts of 241 
ticles: The 12 of the ancient creed, generally called! 
apoltles ; and 12 new articles of their own, which 


effect ſubvert the former. In theſe they declare, ti 
embn 


they oppoſe us, that we ſhould be worſted, then we are 0 
quiet.” Cardinal Bellarm. | | YE 
Every year on Maunday Thurſday, the Pope ſolemnly ex 
municates and damny all Proteſtants——of what name or fi 
forver hex er om: * and others, of what dien 
ver. t Was nrit begun Po F * aud! 
dr conrianed aver - oe he Paul V. anne 1613, 
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embrace all the traditions of the church—the ſeven 
heraments, indulgence, purgatory, ſacrifice of the 
maſs, tranſubſtantiation, invocation of ſaints, wor- 
ſhip of relicks, &c. Upon all which we may ac- 
quieſce in the righteouſneſs of that divine ſentence, 
paſſed upon the worſhippers of the beaſt, ſince God 
by the light of the goſpel called his people from a- 
mong them, Rev. xiv. 9, 10.—1f any man worſhip 
the beaſt and his image, and receive his mark in his 
bead, or in his hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the 
0 wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
ure into the cup of his indignation ; and he ſhall 
.c WW: tormented with fire and brimſtone, in the preſence of 
n Poly angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb. 
|| lorcover, you may remark, that the Lamb on the 
14 unt Zion (in the fame 14th chapter) with his 144 
2 MF ovſand, having his Father's name written on their 
he orcheads, are ever ſpoken of as oppoſite to the beaſt 
nde nd his followers, who carry his name in their right- 
her and, or on their forehead. Theſe two companies are 
ch war with one another ; and ſure if the followers of 
* he Lamb are in the way for heaven, the followers 
\ſpir jt the beaſt are not: And if the leaders ſhall have 
tei portion in the lake of fire and brim/lone, as is 
ingk ad, Rev. xx. 10. what ſhall be the fate of thoſe that = 
ſpec" led by them, may be eaſily determined. 4 
1241 The Romiſh religion is deceitful; or, as deſcribed 
ed facred writ, — deceivable, and full of deceivableneſs: 
\hic though poſſeſſed of all the former bad qualities, yet 
rc, 1 lath had ſufficient addreſs, through its many artifi- 
mba 0 infinuate itſelf upon, and to draw after it mil- i 
ons of followers. Did it appear naked in its own 1 
are (0 ative colours, the mind inquiſitive after truth would 
1 ext mmediately abhor it; but in order to gain, it always 
e or Mees itlelt under a diſguiſe. The man cf fin comes | 
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Gehb after Satan wwith all deceivableneſi in ſigns and 
„ e wonders, The credit of miracles, the air of i 
uth, the colour of religion, the ſhew of humility, = 

5 ne 


JS 
and the appearance of concern for ſouls, have all bee 
employed to bring it into repute amongſt men; an 
ſuch, be it told with forrow, has been their ſucce] 
—that the world hath been made to wonder after 
the beaſt—that all nations have been made drunk 
with the wine of the fornication of the great whore, 
and that even kings thenyelves, intoxicated with her 
deceits, haye given their power unto the beaſt. By 
MOreover, | whom 

This Romith religion is alſo deceitful, not only x niqui 
it allows and teaches public treachery and perlidy, Wi Bec 
(which will fall in to be taken notice of afterwards) WW. pc 
but as it direQly inſtils the principles, and teaches the eg 
Practice of hypocriſy in religion towards God; and 
by its doctrines of equivocation, mental reſervation, 


delity 
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monſt 
which 
righte 
1 of 
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fruits 


in afte 


&c. razes the very foundation of moral fidelity, truth nals 
and ſincerity amongſt men. Such deceittul tricks aii Ha 
cvaſions as will but even ſerve a perlon's private inte. Mund fo 
reſt ; and, as they ſay, do no great harm otherwil, WWr.rac 


are all only venial fins. In ſhort, the religion of I. ly o 
piſts, in the very principles and profeſſion of it, is cue fol 
ſiſtent with the vileſt diſſimulations, lyings, deceit and Wh 
hypocriſy, both public and private, both toward ne co; 
God, and towards man. It therefore, in the higbet be dre 
ſenſe, deſerves the character of a religion full f 4Mecee: 
ceit and deluſion. In fine, on ab 

The Romiſh religion is filthy and debauching. | 
pollutes the ſouls, conſciences, bodies and lives of al 
its followers, with all the /u/ts of the fleſh and of tht 
mind. It is therefore deſcribed as corrupting t 
earth, and fo bringing deſtruction upon it, Rev. x 
18. It is plain that the idolatries and errors of dt 
church of Rome, were not only the procuring cut 
of the plagues and judgments, which both the calten 
and weſtern world groaned under by the Turks a 
Saracens, from the middle of the 7th century and for 
wards ; but the papal hierarchy which then ate 


at its zcnith, was the very ſource of all the Tre 5 
eln 


( 27 ) 
„ iclity and corruption, which overſpreading the face 
nd or the Chriſtian church, brought forth that horrible 
eh 
ter Which, with fire and ſword the world was in God's 
nk righteous vengeance, filled with defolation. "Lhe ſpi- 
e, nt of prophecy, Rev. ix. 20, 21. gives an account 


her (many ages betore) of the charaQters of the idola- 


bu Wtrous corrupters of Chriſtianity at that time, among 
whom we ſee from his deſcription, all the abominable 
\ % WWMiniquities of the heathen world were found, ſuch as, 
uy, “ eceit, injuſtice, all ſorts of uncleanneſs, debauche- 
rs) ry, poiſonings, and open murders.” And that the 
; the like fins and abominations have been the uniform 
and fruits of the antichriſtian worſhip through the world 
£101, in after ages, ict the hiſtory of every kingdom, and 
tru) WW:nnals of every age bear witnels. 

S and Having thus ſet before you, beloved countrymen 
te- Wand fellow Proteſtants, a brief repreſentation of the 
e characters of the religion of Antichriſt, and particu— 
1 13 ily of its idolatries, we hope you will join with us in 
cui de following reflections from the premiſes. 

It and What great ground of grief and deep affection does 
war Wie conſideration of theſe thin gs afford, on account of 
the dreadful diſhonour done to God, and Chriſt our 
nedeemer, by the idolatry, blaſphemy and corrup- 
on abounding in the world? How lamentable is the 
ptuation of antichriſtian kingdoms and ſtates, which 
re lands of graven images — The poor wretched in- 
habitants 


* Nothing can be more plain in ſcripture prophecy, than that 
Mabomet (as his name is uſually wrote) and his religion, had 
deir riſe from Popery. It was a „lar that fell, or had fallen (mar- 
Je) from heaven, Rev. ix. 1. that opened the bottomleſs pit, 
ence the ſwarm of the locuſts (various papal eccleſiaſtic or- 
Rt) aſcended. This fallen ſtar is particularly intended to point 
ut the Biſhop of Rome, who, about that time, bad afinmed the 
anes of univerſal Biſhop and ſupreme Pontiff. Hence corrup- 
4 and error, like the ſmoke of a furnace filled the temple of 
0d, Immediately herenpon Mahomet appears. Hell does not 
Fa of itſelf, it is always ſome ſal/e doctor that opens it. Meaux, 


monſter of Mahomediſm * ; in the propagation of 
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habitants whereof,” are rather the objects of compa. Ns a 
ſion, than of contempt and reſentment. Bewildere roach 
in ignorance and awful deluſion, they crouch willing. Wiſrecari 
ly under the tyranny of the man of ſin in the territoric, Mon, t 
of the devil, and muft at laſt fall under the hea; MiWerty 1 
ſtroke of the incenſed juſtice, and anger of a ho; iſuced 
and jealous God, who will not give his glory unto nal! 
ther, nor his praiſes unto graven images. he pe! 


But when we bring our proſpe& nearer home, ve Wind. 
cannot but lament the ſtate of Britain and Ireland, the eal th 
lands of our own nativity, which by the good hand nds, 
of the Lord our God upon us, were delivered fron y th. 
the yoke of antichriſtian bondage, and for more than Wiſourle : 
two centuries have happily enjoyed the clear revel Ever 
lation of goſpel grace; notwithſtanding of which there WW-athol! 
are yet, not only many relicks of popiſh darkneſs and Hitti at 
{uperſtition, but even multitudes who avowedly pro. Wine ly 
tels themſelves the ſubjects of the triple crown worn an h. 
by the man of fin, And is it not ſtill more marvellous {Woierat! 
and lamentable to find, when we caſt our cyes around Hgeme 
us in the realm of Scotland, which in the purity of Wuence 
Reformation from Popery, was advanced to great e- Ne arti 
minence, and has long enjoyed all the bleſſed means orated 
of knowledge, that ſuch numbers are yet brought, Cat, / 
and held faſt under the deluſive yoke—A ſtriking e: the 
vidence that Satan's intereſt is growing among Us: ome, 

And is it not {till more mournful and lamentable, to i'r of 
behold among us ſuch a ſtrong and prevalent propen- bat Pr 
ſity to return into that ſlaviſh bondage; by making Worn a 
captains to ourſelves to return again into Egypt. Ibe en the 
nations in their repreſentative and political capacity, rn oz 
have been long warping towards the antichriſtan hemſel 
camp, and of late years have made wide ſteps of pte. fen, 
greſs towards Rome, in embracing Popery into Wh 17 mar 
arms of their protection both abroad and at hom recti 
The fin and ſhame of ſuch ſcandalous acts of adm e nati 
tration is ſubſtantially the ſame, whatever part of tle 


Þritiſh dominions they immediately reſpect:— u 
cu 
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al. ds abroad become more alarming when they ap- 
res {WWroach our o-] ᷣ doors. In the long courſe of the 
n;. Wire car10u5, and in many inſtances ſinful adminiſtra- 
ri. Won, the year 1778, the mourntul æra of popiſh li- 
a; Ferry under government profeſſedly Proteſtant, pro- 
er ced an act of parliament demoliſhing our great na- 
. onal darriers againſt popiſh idolatry, by repealing of 
he penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts in England and Ire- 
ve nd. An attempt this, apparently more ſucceſsful to 
the eal the wound the Romiſh beaſt had received in theſe 
and Wands, now more than two hundred years ago, than 
ron Wy that ever has been made Curing the revolving 
in ourſe of that long period. 

rela. Even when the Duke of York, a profeſſed Roman 
hore atholic, occupied the throne with his popiſh ban- 
and iti at his back, the Proteſtant cauſe in the mean 
pro- Wine lying drenched in bloody perlecution, the Ro- 
om ian hereſy could never obtain countenance, or 2 
lous WſWoleration under national authority : And the encou- 
agement and aid he gave it by his own perſonal in- 
Iuence and overſtretched prerogative, became juſtly 
he articles of inditement upon which he was exauc- 
orated from the royal dignity. But now, Tell it not in 
ath, publiſh it net in Aſgelon, & c. tell it not (may we ſay) 
1 the Vatican palace, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of 
home, leſt the daughters of Babylon the Great, the Mo- 
ther of harlots, and abominations of the earth rejoice— 
[hat Proteſtant ſtates, and Proteſtant miniſters of ſtate, 
worn as Chriſtians to profeſs, and as rulers to main- 
an the Proteſtant religion, contrary to the moſt ſo. 
emn oaths, have again fallen in love with, and joined 
hemſelves to the Romiſh whore, full of names of bla ſß 
lem), and drunken with the blood of the ſaints, and of 
be martyrs of Feſus, engaging for her ſecurity and 
proteCtion in the ſpreading of her ſorceries to deceive 
ide nations, and make them drunken with the wine of 
f the / fornication, 

--But We therefore cannot be filent at this time, leſt our 
evil ſilence 


1 
uus the death, Rev. xii. 11. Are you the ſervants, 
e children of God, and belonging to his family, then 
you readily conſent and join with thoſe of his church 
d people, who enter their proteſt and teſtimony 
ith in word and practice, for the intereſt and ho- 
zur of your ſovereign Lord, and gracious Father; 
xd againſt the injuries done to him by talſe brethren 
4 unfaithful ſervants. . 'Thus doing you will truly 
eſerve the name of Proteſtants. 
We cannot therefore, in proſecution of our duty on 
eſe principles, forbear to renew our public declara- 
on againſt this recent, alarming inſtance of ungodly 
Yolicy ; and teſtify unto you ſome few of the numer- 
us evils wherewith it is pregnant, 
nem This countenance and national protection granted 
lunge Popery in England and Ireland, and defigned to be 
,vok. Extended to Scotland, is highly ſinful and diſhonour- 
„u to God —utterly unconſtitutional, and ſubverſive 
olpel jt our fundamental laws—and in its tendency deſtruc- 
| ve both of the reformed Proteſtant religion, and of 
Ae 7 civil ſociety, in the liberties, and very foundations 
cu. 
8 for It muſt be greatly diſhonouring to the God of hea- 
, „rn, as it gives that liberty and defence to à he, to 
erent atichriſtian idolatry and falſe worſhip, the worlt of 
ſolee FP)! other idolatry, which is only duc to God's truth 
t it is FP" true worſhip. 
true As it is a joining in aſſociation with the worſt oi 
s for olaters, for their ſupport and protection in the pro- 
Tas ation of their blaſphemous and idolatrous religion, 
nd direct violation of our Chriſtian profeſſion, and 
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ith in "olt ſolemn Chriſtian vows both perſonal and nation- 


ation, ; and in expreſs contempt of God's law, which 
ble erbids all fuch confederacics, Exod. xxxii. 32. Deut. 
nong n. 2. T7 hou ſhalt make no covenant with them, nor 
mull "> their Gods —T hou ſhalt not make marriages with 
F But thus /ball ye deal with them, ye ſhall deſtroy 
wr Wh altars, and break down their images, cut down 
unto ? | their 
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1 
their groves, and burn their graven images with fi, 
Let us not think that theſe precepts were given tg 
people of Iſrael excluſively, and that we have noc 
cern with them. They are God's commands diredel 
to every people whom he bleſſes, as a people, with th 
knowledge of his truth, and poſſeſſion of his gz 
nances, enjoining them to uſe their power in defur, 
of them, and for the deſtruction of all outward ig 
try and the monuments thereof. 

As it is a miſerable proſtitution of civil power nd 
government, intended by its great Inſtitutor for th 
ſuppreſſion of open iniquity and unrighteouſneſs, Rom, 
X111. 1, 2. &c. to the very oppoſite purpoſes ; name 
ly, for the nouriſhment and ſupport of fuch whoſe 
principles, doctrines and religion are in their very nz 
ture, the ſource and nurſery of all immorality ud 
impiety, both towards God and man. How finful and 
ſhocking ! that Proteſtant ſtates ſhould become tutor 
to the children of Antichriſt, and ananmouſly agree 
to give their power unto the beaſt. 


As it 1s another child of that inordinate power and 
eraſtian ſupremacy, which the civil powers in thek 
lands have long ſinfully claimed and exerciſed over t. 
ligion, and which they have, it ſeems, aſſumed as their 
right over all religion true and falſe. Theſe ſhametul 
public acts in favours of Popery, are an open declars 
tion to all the world, that they now regard neither one 
religion nor another, farther than as a political engine 


or ſtate-tool for {ſerving worldly ſchemes and deſigns 


This is indeed to deal with religion as an hit 
lot, as it is an evidence and fruit of the infideity 
reigning in this age, and eſpecially among our grelt 
ones, who ſeem to have altogether broten the y 
and burſt the bonds, Jer. v. 5. We cannot but it: 
member the declaration made ſome time ago by 
the Premier, the noble Lord with the blue rb- 
band, in a very public aſſembly “ That all religion 


were alike to him“ Many, many we are airy 
A 0 
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vf thoſe who now have the management of our nati- 


2 | | 
nal affairs, are of the ſame ſentiment. It is no won- 


toth 8 

cer that Popery finds countenance with ſuch. It is 
ca Wo wonder that {ucti powers bring a people into deep 
1 Waters, Ezek. xxvii. 26.— The deep waters both of 


in and puniſhment ;—in all theſe reſpects this unhal- 
lowed deed mult be provoking to heaven. How it 
is wounding to the Britiſh conſtitution, ſubverſive of 
the laws, and of the Proteſtant religion, will be ſhewn 
-  WMafterwards : We now only ſay in general as to theſe ; 
rt That the revocation of the penal ſtatutes, and ſuch 
Ron WW indulgence and liberty granted to Papiſts, and their 
ame blaſphemous, idolatrous religion by a Britiſh King and 
ho parliament, whoſe very foundation-title to the power 
and places they occupy, lies in their profeſſion of Pr6- 
Fade etantilm, is certainly ſuch an inſtance of inconſiſt- 
aud ency, and judicial infatuation as can ſcarce be parallel- 
ton led. Papiſts by reaſon of the laws not being put in 
agree execution, have prodigiouſly increaſed for many years 
back, both in South and North Britain, -and in Ire- 
land. But when, contidering their known irreconcile- 
theſeWhadle enmity to Proteſtant ſtates and rulers, they 
cr. bould, on account of this pernicious growth, have been 
then che objects of their dread and fear, and means taken 
melul to prevent it—behold, they are careſſed and made 
partakers of their favour and indulgence | Dreadful 
nlatuation ! He is a known friend to the Proteſtant 
ntereſt—--and ſucceſſion in the houſe of B— k, 
Who not many years ago, on the ſubject of granting 

tus legal indulgence to Papiſts faid *,—< I ſhoul 

ache certainly conclude, if ever ſuch indulgence was grant- 
gen ed, that the promoters thereof were wearied both of 
e Proteſtant religion and the Brunſwick family. 1 
1: . ould not heſitate to call them traitors both to their 
e ag and their country, who ſhould attempt to pro- 
: rib. note ſuch a deſign.—If ever a King of Britain ſhall 
gion de ſo far miſled, as to give his aſſent to any law for 
traid, | 2 L. | granting 

0 Letters by G. B. to the Duke of R -; lately printed. 
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| 1 
granting Papiſts ſuch a privilege, he will that day f 
his own doom, and ſet his hand to his own milting fuch | 
and that of his family.” , foreſa 

But what, will ſome perhaps ſay, means all ti pery 5 
declamation ? What are thoſe penal ſtatutes, the n poned 
vocation of which is ſo much complained of, and b makin 
much dreaded ? What favour and indulgence i; i cies fc 
the grant of which by parliamentary authority to pa conve! 
piſts and the popiſh religion, has fo generally raiſe 3 
the alarm? tion of 
In anſwer to which: It will be neceſſary we rin relatio 
you ſome account of theſe laws, and alſo to ſay on. religio 
thing very briefly in vindication of them, from the ſnake 
unjuſt imputations caſt upon them by open enemies uncap: 
or pretended friends. as A g0 

We cannot here inſert our national penal ſtatutes at TM 
length; we can only note down the ſubſtance of then, 4548 
particularly that of William III. 23d November 100, And v 
intituled, Act for preventing the growth of Popery, 1 them, 
whole may be reduced to theſe three heads. barbar 

1. The prohibition of the public exerciſe ot their may as 
religion, ſaying or hearing. mals—with reference to robber 
which, popiſh ſeminary prieſts, maſs prieſts, Jcſui, jult an 
and trafficking Papiſts, induſtrious in propagating ier Nite ar 
religion, are to be apprehended; and upon comic the ref 
tion of ſuch practices, if they will not purge them. them v 
ſelves ot Popery, to be baniſhed forth of the realm, be cor 
with certification. zolt m 

2. The incapacitating every Papiſt profeſſed ot fu nder 0 
pected, who ſhall refuſe to purge himſelf of Poperys doned 
directed in theſe acts, to purchaſe or to enjoy by ny ented 
voluntary diſpoſition, that ſhall be made to them, a — 

lands, houſes, tenements, or other real rights what: - P 
ever. As allo, incapaciting every perſon profeſing i ay 
the popiſh religion, paſt the age of fifteen years, '0 oh 
fuccged as heirs to any eſtate or inheritance whatever; ban 
and providing, that ſuch ſubject, eſtate or inheritance * p. 


fhall belong to the next Proteſtant heir, &c. and which a 
| ſoch celto 


("33.7.9 
ſuch Proteſtant heirs ſhall enjoy, ay and until the 
foreſaid excluded heirs ſhall purge themſelves of Po- 
ry; in which caſe, they are to be immediately re- 
poned to their right. To this head allo belongs, the 
making null and void all diſpoſitions, deeds or lega- 
cies for the founding, or ſupport of popith cloyſters, 
convents or colleges, &c. | 

3. The proviſion that is therein made for the educa- 
tion of the children of popiſh parents, under Proteſtant 
relations, in the knowledge and principles of the rrue 
religion,—--Alfo theſe laws, for preventing ſeduction, 
Winake every profeſſed or ſuſpected Papiſt, while ſuch, 
Juncapable to be employed in the education of youth, 
as a governor, chaplain, ſchoolmaſter, Qc. 

The above every one acquainted with our penal ſta- 
Itutes, will acknowledge to be a juſt ſummary of them. 
And what ſhall we now {ay of them? Muſt we reckon 
chem, as many have done, unrraſonable, ſevere, cruel, 
barbarous, perſecuting, unjuſt, and fangumary? You 
may as well call our laws againſt thieves, murderers, 
robbers and traitors by theſe names. They are wile, 


the laws made and executed again{t the profeſſors of 
the reformed religion in popiſh countries—or compare 
them with the laws againſt ſuch in our ova country at 
he commencement of the Reformation, and they are 
lt mild and gentle. The poor Proteſtants groaning 
nder Babyloniſh tyranny in France, would have rec- 
ned their condition caſy, had their perſecutors con- 
ented themſelves with inflicting only ſimple confine- 
ment, torteiture or baniſhment, for ſixty or ſeventy 


ani | Tray. 

mY os paſt. Our laws indeed put it in tue power of 
fing he judge to inflict death in ſome caſes ; but one in- 
* ance of a Papiſt's ſuffering death for his religion ſince 
) 


le Reformation, we believe cannot be produced. 
Upon the whole, our penal laws are truly worthy 


ance re t! 
roy f a Proteſtant country, and of our faithful religious 
nk nceſtors. "Thoſe who call them ſevere, cruel, inhu- 
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man and reproachful to a Chriſtian nation, only be. alling 
tray their own folly and inconſideration. Papiſts ar, ainſt 
a ſort of men that are not led by ſcripture or by reaſon, ping G 
They are ſuch as thoſe the apoſtle calls wickea and u. {uct 


reaſonable men—having no faith, but what has their fu orſhy 
preme Pontift as the e ohject of it hej ar reeab 
creatures wholly led by ſenle, paſſion, entliuſtaim oo Mich a 
intereſt ; and therefore it is, that no other method, t Ron 
will at all prove efteQual, nor are in their own nature Can 
ſuitable for the purpoſe of curbing, reſtraining, or (if WiWbadow 
you pleaſe) under the divine bleſſing, converting then, Wifcience 
by bringing them to bethink themſclves, but ſuch Nor the 
methods as aſſect them ſenſibly in their bodics and ng the 
means, ſuch as thofe appointed in our penal ſtatutes, Hngdo 
They are exactly like ſtubborn, miſchicvous chil. Wiſpecited 
dren, who pay no regard to reproof, reaſon or argu. ]Wſothing 
ment. Was it ever reckoned ſevere, cruel, or bar. id m- 
barous for the parent to chaſtiſe ſuch with the rode eputed 
whip? We would not have Papiſts treated as mers Hoch as 
gut · la cos, but as refractory, malificent children, which e thu 
it is the duty of the civil parent and ſtate, to reſtrain puilty | 
and caſtigate, for their own moral good, and the fatety MiWively f 
of others. Nay, they may juſtly be conſidered me, 
madmen ; and as affected with a voluntary madniſ, The | 
the worſt of all other. All idolaters are really ſuch. ie chi 
They are carried with a fort of unreaſonable tury or WWained 
enthuſiaſm. They are, as the old prophet truly cha But « 
racteriſes them, mad upon their idols. Was it ever i not | 
reckoned cruel or ſevere to put ſhackles upon a man Wc! an 
mad or furious, or to confine him in the corredion - luch 
houſe ? It is therefore utterly inſenſible for the doctors ROT the 
of this age to talk of reaſoning, argumentation and per: Mader t. 
ſuaſion as the only ſuitable methods for the manage is tl 
ment of ſuch an unreaſonable ſet of beings *. Andi oleges 
muſt be very inconſiſtent to hear them. declaring their AP! the k 


deteſtation of the church of Rome, and at the ſame time tf child 
calling Parer 


cate t 


* See debares of the ſynod of Lothian and Tweedale on the fr 
piſh bill, in the Mercury for December laſt. 


1 | 
ling our penal ſtatutes, or the execution of them a- 
aint Papiſts,.— A perſecuting of them for worſhip- 
ing God according to their conſciences.“ —If Papiſts, 
is ſuch, are capable of perſecution, their religion and 
orſhip muſt be the truth, and all their practices a- 
| rreeable to it; for none can be perſecuted but for 
ch and righteouſneſs /ake : And to deteſt the church 
\; Wii Rome, muſt therefore be to deteſt the truth. 

Can it be ſo much as pretended with the ſmalleſt 
hadow of reaſon, that men can have, or plead con- 
em. Nience for idolatry, blaſphemy, or ſuperſtition ? As 
uch or the ſtatutory part of our Britiſh . laws, reſpect- 
and ig the perſonal property of proſeſled Papiſts in theſe 
cs, WKingdoms—-ls their any injuſtice in their being inca- 
il. Wzcited to purchale, or inherit real eſtates? There is 
cu. oching more common among men than that tools 
bar. nd madmen ſhould be in law diſinherited :—Is it 
dar eputed unjuſt that rebels againſt the king's laws, or 
vers Nick as adulterate the king's coin in any ſtate ſhould 
kick e thus punithed ? And ſhall not Papiſts? who are 
rain Wiſp uilty of practiſing in their own perſons, and ac- 
fety rely feducing the members of the ftate into this 
d 33 time, both againſt kings, and the Aerg of tings © 

110 The proviſion made in our laus for the education of 
uch. he children of Papiſts, has alſo been loudly com- 
vor baned of, as an infringement on their natural rights. 
cha- But can any thing be more jult and neceſſary? Has 
ever not been always the uſage of a wile legiſlature, 
man en among heathen nations, to appoint the children 
non- uch as were morally incapable, to educate them 
(tors er the good of the commonwealth, to be brought u 

{ per- ider tutors, or at the expence of the public. What 
lage · ie is the meaning of all the private ſchools and public 


nd eleges maintained at the charge of the public, and 


then the king's bounty of 1000/7. a year for the education 
tim! children in the Highlands and Iflands of Scotland. 

ling Parents, it is true, have a right to train up and e- 
he a their children in the nurture and admonition 4 
the 
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das perſecution—nor are they to be looked upon as re. 
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total deſtruction, have juſtly merited their forfeiture for 


E 
the Lord; and in the knowledge of the principles eon: 
practice of juſtice, truth and righteouſneſs with reef io fe! 
to men But what right have they to educate then hemle 
in principles and practices quite the reverſe ? Hen pr 
they any right to teach them to worſhip the ſun, moon nd un 
and ſtars, faints, angels, devils, or any creaturt -e m 
and to ſteal, to lye, to deceive and betray, to ro ave hi 
and murder? More than a 1000 years experience (ther n 
have certified us, that the religious afſemblics of I ſe his 
piſts are only ſchools for teaching theſe things, Ways | 


Our penal ſtatutes therefore are not to be eſteemed 55 
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faliation, or rendering evil for evil; but are founded 
intirely upon the principle of ſelf-preſervation, and the 
preſervation of God's true worſhip and religion. Ac. 
cording to the very dictates of nature and principles 
ſociety, it is certain that the perſecutions, and mhu. 
man cruelties, perpetrated by Papiſts in theſe land 
upon the profeſſors of the truth, with their various 
plots, conſpiracies and maſſacres, deſigned for thei 


ever of all ſocial, national privileges, property, trul 
and confidence, For any man whatever, uſing any 
power, right, or privilege, whether natural or ae. 
quired, to the hurt and deſtruction of his neighbour, 
or of the community to which he belongs, hereby # 

fatto, forfeits that right, and merits, (in proportion 
to the guilt of his crime) to be excluded from the 10! 
ciety, or even baniſhed their territory. This one 
maxim is the foundation of all penal laws in loctet) 
with regard to ſuch as are injurious and dangerout 
members. This very principle was the foundatio! 
of our national penal Jaws againſt Papilts, enacte 
by our forefathers, for their own, and the fafety ol 
the true religion, with which, God of his great me 
cy, had nationally bleſſed them. Directory lawi 
were, in experience, found inſuſhcient. Theſe pt 


nal laws they deſigned to extend, not only to the 
 perlol 
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rſons, &c. of Roman Catholics then exiſting, but 
o their poſterity, or to all profeſſed Papiſts among 
themſelves, continuing ſuch, becauſe their very reli- 
nion prompted, and obliged them to theſe deſtructive 
ind ungodly practices. We do not mean by the a- 
ore maxim in ſocial moral law, that any man ſhould 
ave his tongue cut out, his ears flit or cut off, or 
ther members amputated, or that he ſhould intirely 
oſe his right to his juſt property, or have his life taken 
way, merely on account of his being a Papiſt in 
rinciple, in habit and repute; but we think that 
he Papiſt, rather than that he ſhould utter and pub- 
ih his blaſphemies, ſhould have a reſtraint laid up- 


ies, ſhould have his outward man confined ; and 
ather than be permitted ro bequeath his goods, and 
utward property to the ſupport of popiſh cloyſters, 
onvents, colleges, or any other of their pretended 
cigious houſes, he ſhould be inhibited of the whole 
dual power of his property, which ſhould be under 
he direction of the public for better uſes. The great- 
it fault of our penal ſtatutes in this particular, is, 
That Papiſts who are deprived of their property, are 
of provided with any aliment, or means of perſonal 
uſiſtence from their eſtates, which the next heirs by 
wy are brought into the actual poſſeſſion of. But, 

Let us now view the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of the 
Intiſh Parliament, repealing the two ſtatutes paſſed 
the reign of William III. for preventing the growth 
| Popery in England and Ireland; and which repeal 
I the penal ſtatutes is alſo expected and defired to be 
uended to Scotland. By this act Papiſts are allowed 
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ace ray to profeſs, and to practiſe their idolatrous re- 
eon to purchaſe lands and eſtates, and to have 
meren ſecured to them, and their heirs by law; to 
; law und colleges, to open ſchools for the education of 
ſe pe buth ; to be governors and chaplains in the families 


noblemen and gentlemen, and to make donations 
| of 
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Wn him—rather than be allowed to practiſe his idola- 
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and ſocieties : A privilege which could never yet be 
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of money, lands, &c. for the ſupport of popiſh prick i count 
and biſhops, or for the endowment of ſchools, u to dr: 
pels, maſs-houſes, monaſteries, and other popiſh hou do ſo 


granted by law, for the benefit of the Proteſtant tc infatu: 
gion, to diflenters in England, Scotland, Ireland make 
America. As a proof of this, and an ominous fru on acc 
of the iniquious indulgence granted to Popery in Eq, has be 
land, fifty thouſand pounds have been ſubſcribed for WF molt c 
(an account of which you will no doubt have ſeen or and Ir 
heard from ſome of the public papers) and to be laid od devou: 
in building and ornamenting a maſs-houſe at Bath, in liſhed 
the county of Somerſet, which is to be decorated v but thi 
ed the 
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ſtrumental muſic. What the effects of this, or ſuch 
like ſcenes df idoiatry will be, among the multitude 
of ignorant, vain, and inconſiderate young people, and 
many old people who know nothing of religion, in 
places where ſuch houſes ſhall be built, may be caſh 
determined. 


mary C 
From the preceding ſhort account of the licene of ther 
granted to Popery in England by the late act, we na latute 
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appeal to you our countrymen and fellow Proteltants 
as judges, whether this is not a toleration of this id 
latry ? It is not indeed called ſo, but it is the real: 
mount of it. If ſuch relief be granted them in Scot 
land, they will indeed have no reaſon to complain d 
the want of indulgence under this government. The 
would be nearly put upon an equal footing with Pro 
teſtants. Nay, it has been called by ſome, and nol 
unjuſtly, on account of the rooting that it will give | 
an eſtabliſhment of Popery ; and what can it be calle 
leſs ? when it is faid to them by the legifſature, 30 
fhall henceforth be freed from all reſtraint of l 
from all proſecution, reprehenſion or diſturbance, d 


account of ſuch profeſſion, actions or practices” laught 
What is the difference between ſaying, that p*P"Xcaule 
prieſts and Jeſuits ſhall be called to no manner ol zar, is 


coun 


3 
ount for teaching and uſing all their arts and deceit 
to draw in proſelites, and giving them full liberty to 
do ſo? | 


de Moreover, is it not a ſtriking inſtance of an abject 
c infatuation and regardleſſneſs in theſe law-repealers, to 
| MY make no exception in the leaſt of Jeſuits—a ſect that 
uon account of the peculiar malignity of its principles, 
e bas been univerſally exploded and baniſhed from the 
WY molt of popiſh kingdoms : Muit the lands of Britain 
and Ireland become an aſſylum, a receptacle for theſe 
| oY devouring locuſts ? That ſociety, it is true, was abo- 
1, u liſhed by the pretended authority of the late Pope— 
wie but this abolition of them as a ſociety, has not aboliſh- 
| in WM ed their malignant principles and tempers. 

ſuck Theſe things, as above, Chriſtian friends, beloved 
ud countrymen and fellow Proteſtants, we hold up to 
„our view. —Thele evils, errors, idolatry and blaſphe- 
n, mies of Antichriſtianiſm, we have pretented to your 


conſideration ;:— We have alſo ſet before you, a ſum- 
mary of our penal ſtatutes, with a curſory vindication 
cence of them ;—as alſo an account of the import of the late 
> WM tatutes revoking them. 

tants Our deſign in all is, for your information, —that 
s d% jou may be ſomewhat ſenſible of the ſinfulneſs of re— 
cal af pealing theſe laws, and of the evil and dangerous ten— 
ScotWcency of that liberty and indulgence, which 1s there- 
ain ody granted to Popery. You may perceive from what 
The ve have faid, that nothing can be more contrary than 


b Pro the revocation of theſe ſtatutes, to the duty of the 

d noel parent, or Chriſtian magiſtrate; and that it is an 

we Fominous indication of a deep ſtupidity and infatuation. 
] 

calle 


it is the duty and intereſt of every parent, maſter, 
magiſtrate, prince and king, both to know God and 


lis revealed will with reſpect to his true worſhip and 
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krvice;” and to provide that thoſe under them may be 
aught the knowledge of true religion and morality 
becauſe to maintain the authority of God and his 
ar, is the ſureſt way to maintain their own. But 

F -. when 


( 42 ) 
when in place of this, they give that ſanction and en. 
couragement to a religion, whoſe foundation princi. 
ple is to wrap up its profeſſors in the darkneſs of iz. 
norance and fin, and to keep them therein; when 
they allow the teachers of the groſſeſt error and mot 
impious idolatry, this will be found the neareſt us 
to the ruin both of themſelves, and thoſe under their 
government. | 

It may be proper that we ſhould here reſume the 
conſideration of the particulars left formerly, and ſhew 
you that this attempt to revoke and annul our nation. 
al penal laws againſt Papiſts, is alſo moſt unconſtitu- 
tional and in its tendency /ſubverfrve of the Pro. 
teſtant religion; on which account it is your duty 
and rig, as you have acceſs not only to petition, but 
in the ſtrongeſt terms to remor/irate againſt all ſuch c 
meaſures and deſigns. 3 

We need not undertake to prove to you, that ſuch on 
meaſures are contrary to our fundamental, national it 
conſtitutions, if the Britiſh coronation oaths now in 
being, the claim of right by the eſtates of parlament 
of Scotland 1689, and the Revolution and Union ſet. 
ments are ſuch : This has been already, with the clear. 
eſt evidence demonſtrated, by ſundry who have ſtood 
forth publicly in the defence of religion, law and . 
berty *. | 

We ſhall only put you in mind, that this power of 
demoliſhing our national conſtitutions, aſſumed by 
the preſent legiſlature, in all its branches, is of ſuch 
an arbitrary nature, as has hitherto been reckoned 
moſt unſuſt, unconſtitutional, and ſubverſive both 0! 
law and religion. There is no maxim more common 
and allowed than that“ Law-makers ſhould not be 
law-breakers”—-But what then ſhall be thought 9 


theſe law-maters who not only break, but take 2 
| | them 


them 
fary 
that 
his m 
lutior 
amen 
hurtft 
legiſle 
haps 
laws” 
can a 
doing 
lignit 
fore 1 


ſpecic 
In 
judgr 
non t 
on ac 
and v 


* See an addreſs to the Proteſtant intereſt in Scotland. GI 
And a ſhort view of the ſtatutes at preſent in force in Scotland * 
gainſt Popery. Edinburgh 1778. 
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them to abrogate and'aboliſh the moſt juſt and neceſ- 
fry laws of the commonwealth. We ſreely allow, 


hen that as every individual has a private right to change 
not bis mind, from a worſe to a better ſentiment and reſo- 
41 Wl Jution, ſo every ſtate and legiſlature have a right to 


ber WY amend their laws, aboliſhing ſuch as are unjuſt and 


hurtful. But are theſe ſtatutes ſuch, which our preſent 


the legiſlators take upon them to diſable ! You have per- 
hey haps been taught“ That there are no unalterable 
dcn. laws“ —and—*< That the ſame power that makes laws 
u- can abrogate them, even although they ſhould fin in fo 
Pro. doing“ —See, we beſeech you, the ſinfulneſs and ma- 
= lignity of ſuch abject doctrine, from the inſtance be- 


fore us. Believe 1t as a certain truth, that where-ever 
any ſingle perſon, or body repreſentative, take upon 
them at their pleaſure, to caſs and deſtroy the juſt, 
fundamental laws of any community or realm, it is a 
ſpecies of moſt injurious tyranny, 

In ſupport of this, we need only refer you to the 
(+ I gent and conduct of our forefathers, with rela- 
12 tion to James VII. 1688, It is well known, that it was 
1.04 on account of his aſſuming < a power above the laws,“ 
aud which he particularly exerted in repealing, by pro- 
| camation, the penal laws againſt Papiſts, that he 
was declared to have forfeited the crown; this was 
the judgment and reſolution, not only of the kingdom 
ot Scotland, but of the nation of England too, as is 
evident from their public acts and hiſtory- 

You may here more particularly advert, that the 
eltates of the parliament of Scotland in their declara- 
tion called“ The Claim of Right** prefer an accuſa- 
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8 5 non or impeachment againſt King James “ Of claim- 
upon ing an ablolute power to cals, annul and diſable 
N. urs — of invading the fundamenal conſtitution of 

the kingdom, by altering it from a legal, limited, to 
lan a arbitrary, deſpotic power; and of exerciſing the 
W 


ame in the ſubverſion of the Proteſtant religion, &c.“ 
But it is certain, whatever King James might de- 
ſign, 


(--44 


ſign, he did not pretend direQly and immediately tg fame t 
ſubvert the Proteſtant religion: All that he did wy ver K 
giving a liberty and toleration to Papiſts: The ſane f our 
he alſo granted to all Proteſtant diſſenters from the e. Jo far 
ſtablifhed church, who lived peaceably under his go WiWiglily 
vernment. Nor was this liberty then granted to Ro. The 


man Catholics ſo extenſive as the liberty now is; for that ar 
it contained no allowance to purchaſe and poſſeſs e. Mad en 
ſtates; it only granted an allowance for the public WWmaintz 
exerciſe of their religion, viz. to hear mals, to open Milſiegula! 
ſchools, and crect colleges for prieſts, Jeſuits, &:, Milltheſe c 
On this account, however, it was that they grounded eil of 


their declaration and charge againſt him, * of ſub- vorn, 
verting the Proteſtant religion, and violation of the Vith t! 
laws and liberties of the kingdom.“ Would not the oath, | 
judges have paſſed the ſame fentence upon the con- erty. 

trivers and promoters of the preſent repeal of our pe- 
nal ſtatutes ? Is it not ſtrange that they had no appre- * 
henſion nor feeling, that ſuch a ſcheme would make RH Y 
them juſtly obnoxious to the fame imputation and Mic tral: 
charge, of attempting the ſubverſion of the Proteſiart (N. B. 
religion? This indeed we have the charity to believe, Nee of 
was not the defign of the authors and eſtabliſher d Tef 


3 > civil m1 
the repeal * ; but that it is in its native and neceflars Mer mal 


tendency really ever/ive of the true religion, and of land 168 
law, government and morality, is undeniable, and n ib the e 


fatal experience will be found fact, fo far as the tt. 2 N 
V þ 


pealing act is extended. o the fa 


Have not the king, lords and commons done the ion gat 
lame douſe, 2 


| ; lays in. 

* We ſay, ** We believe this was not their deſign:“ Þut 5 pery, 1 
not the public preference they give to Popery and Papiſis vic: do faith! 
countable and aftoniſhing ? e. g. The ad paſſed in Ireland a pref; 
year for the relaxation of the penal Jaws, was framed for g's lie gove 
the fame liberty to Proteſtant diffenters. The bill in this fon the chu 
was tranſmitted to London: but to the ſurpriſe of every one, *® ſecution 
returned with the clauſes in favours of Proteſtants ſtruck out. ſecuring 
This ſhewed, without evaſion, the real ſentiments of our nini ment, ar 
and proves beyond the power of contradiction their“ diſaher lie two 


' tion to the Proteſtant interett, Caledonian Mercury, No. 595% 
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ame thing now, and more, in favours of Popery than 
ver King James did? And that all the three branches 

Pf our legiſlature have joined in this ſinful meaſure, is 

b far from either leſſening, or ligitimating, that it 

highly aggravates the evil. 

There are ſome circumſtances in the preſent caſe, 


0 
r that arc peculiarly aggravating, e. g. King James VII. 
e. had evaded taking the coronation oaths, obliging to 


maintain the reformed religion. King George III. had 
regularly and freely, according to the Jaw, taken 


„ beſe oaths : And all the members of the great coun- 
et eil of the nation, and miniſters of ſtate, had alſo 
lb⸗ ſworn, in conformity to the laws, to ſupport the king 
he rith their bodies and lives in the performance of his 


oath, for the defence of the true religion, law and li- 
berty. (See the king's oath below “.) 
King 


* We ſhall not here inſert the old Scots coronation oath, ap- 
pointed in act 8th, parl, 1ſt. James VI. which is the moſt noble 
and truly royal oath of all of that kind that have been framed ſince. 
(N. B. The reader will find the ſubſtance of this oath in a de- 
fence of aur Reformation principles (maintained in the Declaratian 
and Teſtimony of the Reformed Preſbytery) on the Head of the 


* civil magiſtrate, intitled Vindiciæ Magiſiratut. Edin. 1773.) 
or ſhall we inſert the gath appointed by the parliament of Scot- 
i 01 land 1689, and ſworn by King Wilfiam and Queen Mary, which 
d in þ the vext in conformity to our old Reformation oath, as they 
fe. therein expreſsly ſwore To maintain the true religion now 


received, and to aboliſh and withſtand all falſe religion, contrary 
to the lame.” It (hall ſuffice that we inſert in full the corona- 
non oath for Scotland, as ſworn by King George III. at Carletoo- 
houſe, 25th October, 1760. which is the lateſt ratification of our 
kus in. defence of true religion, and penal ſtatutes againſt Po- 
pery, It rups thus; “ 1 George III. King of Great Britain, ©c, 
9e faithfully promiſe and ſwear, that I ſhall invidably riaintain 
and preſerve the ſettlement of tbe true Proteſtant religion, with 


giving lie government, worſhip and diſcipline, rights and privileges of 
ford te church of Scotland, eſtabliſhed by the laws made there, in pro- 
e, We ſecution of the Claim of Right; and particularly, by an act for 
Lore ſecuring the Proteſtant religion and Preſbyterian church govern- 
inifith ment, and by the act paſſed in both kingdoms, for the union of 
2 the two kiogdoms, So help me God,” Se a ſhort view of the 
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King James did all that he did by a ſtretch of er 


royal prerogative only, without conſent of parliamey hat la\ 
— but now all the three branches of our nation 0 Pap 
ee join concordantly in the encouragement | br que 
opery, though it has been marked, with the myf ach pl 
legible characters, as the plague of familics, of kin eth 
doms, and of mankind. 5 ll CO! 
King James uſcd all methods with his parliament eilte 
of Great Britain and Ireland, to bring them to agre ay 18 
to the relief and protection he wanted to give Papiſts; fluch! 
notwithſtanding of which, all of them in general Half 
firm againſt it +: But now ſo general is the increaſe yl! 
of corruption, that it has paſſed both houſes of the bole, * 
Britiſh parliament, almoſt without a ſingle diſſenting onſtit 
voice. Oh quam tempera mutantur (may we now * the « 
et nos mutamur cum illts! Hath a nation changed ther ; Fror 
gods, which yet are no gods? Have any of the Pagan ende 
or popiſh nations done as we have done? No; ther * th 
have not. Theſe are all circumſtances which oreath * 855 
aggravate the ſinfulneſs of the preſent meaſures 11 theſe 
vours of Popery. But farther, op der ne 
After ſuch a vicious intromiſſion with the molt ne. ene 
ceſſary and juſt laws of the kingdom What ſecurity]: mt 
now remains either for law or religion? They that " wa 
ſume, or have as they think, a power to repeal au p 
diſable one juſt law, may do fo, if they pleale, ch aut 
5 ore, n. 
any other of them. Who therefore can be ſure, beit: 
| their 


bercfor 


bem bc 
Patutes---againſt Popery, Edinburgh December 1578, p. 19. Cin From 
the toleration and maintainance ot the Romiſh idolatry, in oppoli hich c 
tion to every mode of Proteſtant religion, be thought config ih ien 
with this oath ? And as every member of parliament, mug - 


ſer of ſtate, counſellor, &c. ſwears to ſupport the king in proſe 
cution of this his oath, what a ſhocking inſtance of the moſt ab ened { 
je& principles of ſcepticiſm. appears amongſt all ranks of tho eee th 
preſently at the helm of affairs? They ſeem ſo exactly to ſymbo leſerye 
lize with Papiſts, as to make no conſcience of the moſt jult es t} 
folemn oaths, farther than ſerves ſome vile venal pytpoſe. | 

+ Full evidence of the above the reader may find in the differeg 
hiſtories of that period. 
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ſeir next reſolution may be to allow Papiſts in places of 
wer and trult—nay, to repeal and for ever diſable 
bat law, ſo eſſential to the Britiſh conſtitution, “ That 
o Papi/t, or one that marries a Papiſt, can be king 


le 
ent 


wh v queen of this realm.“ Papiſts had been found 
cn plagues to Proteſtants in every ſocial deportment, 
ok 


hat this law was found wholeſome and neceſſary, and 
l continues ſo. Our preſent ſenſible and perceptive 
egillators, however, may ſoon come to {ee that this 
zu is as ſevere, inhuman, and uncharitable, as thoſe 
hich render them incapable ot inheritating eſtates, 
ind other civil goods and privileges; and to lay the 
ame violent hands upon it, as they have done on 
hoſe, which will totally annihilate the Reformation 
mſtitution ; There is the ſame reaſon for the one, 
is the other. 

From what we have laid before you, Chriſtian 
riends and countrymen, you may perceive the ſinful- 
eſs, the arbitrarincſs, and the dangerouſnels of theſe 
ts and reſolutions gone into by the ſupreme council 
f theſe nations, in favours of Popery ; they are in 
heir nature, and will be in their effects, fo far as their 
nluence reaches, ſubverſive of the Proteſtant reli- 
lon, and deſtructive of our Reformation, and even 
the Revolution and Britiſh conſtitutions. Can you 
bercfore indeed confider them as of moral obligation 
nd authority? By no means: We requelt you there- 
dre, not to conſent to the deed of theje—not to vindi- 
te it; for ſo far as you do, you mult partake with 
bem both in their guilt and puniſhment. 
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. From a reflex view of the horror of that darkneſs 
opc lich covered the carth, and the thick ſmoke of po- 
oli Si ignorance, idolatry, tyranny, flavery and blaſphe- 
, nul * hi h i 0 d } " 4 le 1 | h : 
"ob. ch covered the people when the man of ſin o- 
of cb ned the bottomle/s pit, Rev. ix. I. - you may per- 


f thol 
ſymde 
jult anc 


eve the g/ory of our Reformation—and that it truly 
tlerve the character of GLORIOUS. Show your- 
yes then the real friends of the glorious Reforma- 


diffeten tion, 
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| ( 48) 
tion, and the true offspring of your noble progenitꝶ WR .. 
by every prudent and reſolute method of oppoſtia i" the 
to the pernicious encouragement of Popery, cond, Moppor 
cive to the reintroduction of that ghoſtly tyranricy {Wmpart 
monſter. Remember you are under the moit {01:», ic'$10! 
Chriſtian, national and perſonal vows to God your reform 
Saviour, to maintain the GLORIOUS light of t Pop 
wherewith he hath blefſed us, and the /tberty hers hat 
with he hath made us free. Remember and acknor ed a: 
ledge the obligation of our national covenant, wien of 
by our reforming fathers was called, and till is to e nons 
regarded as the Confeſſion of Faith of the church, en the 
yea, of the people of Scotland ; as ſuch it was Won idol 
and ſubſcribed by all ranks within the realm, a late 
afterwards nationally renewed at different times, , V* 
member that this our national covenant, which is A burch 
expreſs and ſolemn renunciation of Popery, and ai whe 
engagement againſt it, after that the church of SCiM ] em 
land had ſuffered grievous oppreſſion under the iron o faint: 

oke of Prelacy, was explained by the general allen" 
bly of that church, as an abjuration of the hierarchy ddoratt. 
and popiſh ſuperſtitions of the church of England, »i alt, ar 
well as thoſe of the church of Rome : Hereupon tol- paptitin 
BDwed the ſettlement of the terms of union among the Mone 
three nations of Britain and Ireland in Reformation <2! 
which are contained in the covenant called the Syn nifter 
League, which was an aſſociation of the three king urates; 
doms, in an engagement for a ſincere and thorougi neſts x 
Reformation, according to God's word; renouncing beir ere 
not only Popery with all its blaſphemies and idolatrie Tinte 
but Prelacy with all its 1dolatries in government aud 1 
worſhip allo. ndam 
And here we cannot but remark ta you, the finfu ere is 
partiality and unfaithful dealing of both our churcl | 
and nation, in relation to the true religion and princ 
les of the Reformation. The church of Scotia 
hath dropped, yea, caſt away the teſtimony of het 
reforming forefathers againſt Prelacy: And the gat 


( 49 ) 
15 u che incorporating union hath become engaged to 
* ſupport that hereſy for ever. But if you would act 
ic. | npartially and faithtully in the cauſe of God and true 
* religion, you muſt avow the whole teſtimony of the 
yOu formed church of Scotland, againſt Prelacy as well 
a 308 And is there not good reaſon you ſhould? 
hl What previous Chriſtian blood has that popiſh religion 
ned amongſt us, both in the northern and ſouthern 
art of Britain, in the perſecuting enforcements of its 


lich ; N "cement: 

0 nons. And can you acquit even that religion, or 

uch the profeſſors of it clear themſelves of the charge 
J 


non idolatry, and of deeply ſymbolizing with Romiſh 
n olaters in their worſhip? The church of England 
ge, we own, renounced many of the idolatrics of the 
burch of Rome — But has ſhe rejected them wholly ? 
1 7 what name can you call their ſuperſtitious rites and 


S eemonies— their conſecrations of altars and churches 


Iron Io 2 | | FR 
den! ring the ſacrament (which is the very poſture of 


rn oration) —their bowing towards it, and towards the 
4. a Paſt, and at the name of Jeſu. their uſe of the croſs in 
; pptiſm—their eccleſiaſtical orders (and the ſupremacy 
pf one over the reſt) lord Archbiſhops, lord Biſhops; 


\ fol. 
g the 


ation 13 5 
nifter in cathedrals; as alio, inferior prieſts, parſons, 


em ö r pt 
king rates, &'c. for pariſh churches. —Their conſecrated 
-oupl neſts garments, as albs, ſurplices, gowns; mitres 


heir eroud of feſtival and holy-days, bearing the names 
If faints and angels, to whoſe honour they are inſtitu- 
xd *—their faſting days—organs in divine worſhi 

nd a multitude of other ſuperſtitious devices, of which 
anlaß Er is not one word in all the New Teſtament. If any 


ncing 
tries 
t an 


hurcl G ſhould 
prince we build a church of Rones, wood, &. (ſays Augulline 
otlan telpeftable father of the African church of the 4th century) 
\f be y moſt excellent angel, are we not accurſed and anathe- 


atized from the truth, and trom the church of God, becauſe 
ſen we give unto a creature that ſeryice which is due to God on- 


patio 
De Sp. Sando, 1b. 1. 


ofaints and angels their kneeling at the altar in re- 


—of Deans, Chapters, Prebends, Archdeacons, to 


3 
ſhould put the queſtion to theſe worſhippers, which ws 
have Ifa. i. 12. ho hath required theſe things af u- 
hands *—Theſe feaſts, faſts and holy-days, bowing; 
cringings, kneelings? —-Muſt they not ſay, « 00 
ſovereign lord the Pope ordained all this for us, t 
the denying the headihip of Chriſt, as though he wil 
not the only lawgiver,“ - nor ſufficiently wiſe for ap 


pointing all things reſpecting the worthip to be yer. 


/ a gr 
ceſſary 
ſhould 
not the 
be a cl 
moreo! 
men, \ 
caſe, v 


formed by his church *: This muſt be their anſwer peligior 
if they ſpeak the truth; for indeed they are every an pail an 
of them papal inſtitutions, taken from the canons Let 
breviary and liturgy of the church of Rome. We on of 
aſk again, By what name can theſe humanly invented nels an 
rites and orders in religion be called? May they ng, bl 
be called vain—or will worſhip ? Nay, may not ſuch Meeanne 
worſhip be truly called idelatrous? Certainly : For filled t 
they who make themſelves, their own will and pla. end to 
ſure their idol, conſtituting that their rule in religious able ha 
worſhip, in place of God's will expreſſed in his word, o inhe 
are as chargeable with idolatry, as theſe who wor- (ber yo 
ſhip the ſun, moon and ſtars. Again, | mother 
Was not Prelacy the very parent of Popery, and There | 
the very contriver of all its ſuperſtitions and idolatrits em, 
Was it not by this that the pretended ſucceſſors of byteria 
faint Peter made their way into the Vatican palace }, creale 
and mounted the papal throne ? What, we pray nds 
ou, is the difference between the ſpiritual primacy lhe pro 
of the archbiſhops of Canterbury and Armagh, and ament 
that of the Roman Pontiff? There is no real, but o thou 
| | uo th 
9 . bapt ſn 
See De Laune's plea for the Noa · eonformiſts, paſin. tery, & 
F The Vatican, is, originally one of the ſeven hills on which Aa 
Rome was built. It has its name according to Varro from the zu- pt © 
ſwers or oracles, {Vaticinia ) which the Roman people ancient) Such 
| received there from their falfe deities. Here the palace of St. Pete and ha 
Was built, which is called the Vatican from the name of the hill confort 
a magnificent ſtructure, which is ſaid to confiſt of no Jeſs that in its 
560 rooms. Here Antichriſt thought proper to fix his reſidence 
whenzr he might alſo iſſue forth his faalſe rep] and oracks 
Collier, Salmon, b Sir 


„ 

a gradual difference between them—and i it is ne- 
cefary for order and unity, as they ſay, that there 
ould be a chief biſhop in a national church, will 
not the ſame reaſon make it neceſſary, there ſhould 
de a chief biſhop over the catholic church. And, 
moreover, we appeal to you our friends and country- 


Was n Werra 
in. ren, who are capable of judging impartially in this 
— caſe, whether the fruits of this profane ſuperſtitious 


religion are not, and have not always been grapes of 
Hand bitter cluſters, 

Let thoſe who are acquainted with the moral ſitua- 
tion of the kingdom of England, teſtify what wicked- 
neſs and profaneneſs—what ignorance, ſwearing, curſ. 
ing, blaſphemy, Sabbath-breakingy drunkenneſs, un- 
deanneſs, and more eſpecially the crime of adultery has 
filled that nation, under the dominion of Prelacy from 
end to end. To this we may add, their irreconcile- 
able hatred of the true religion, which they have al- 
o inheritated from their mother church of Rome; 
for you muſt obſerve that Prelacy is in one ſenſe the 


There is no maxim more generally believed amon 

tem, than that it is better to be a Papiſt than a Preſ- 
byterian, We cannot therefore but lament the in- 
creale of this faction in Scotland, and the cauntenance 


cc 1, 0 
prag finds in our cities, towns and country here beſides 
mach le profanation of the holy ſacraments of the New Tel. 


lament, and great encouragement of ſin and vice, they 
vitiout ſcruple admit the moſt flagicious and profane 
nto their communion ; and ſet up what we may call 
baptiſmoffices for children begotten in fornication, adul- 
tery, &c. that are brought to them, in negle& and con- 
(empt of the diſcipline and cenſures of Chriſt's church. 

Such as above, Chriſtian friends and brethren, are, 
nd have been the friends of the Prelacy ; ſuch is the 


which 
he an- 
cient!) 
Pete 


** conformity of the church of England to that of Rome, 
1M 5 government, diſcipline and worſhip. It was 
racks therefore 


* Sir Richard Steele's account of the Romiſh religion, p. 20. 


mother, and in another ſenſe the daughter of Popery) 
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therefore no wonder that our renowned anceſton 
made ſuch a noble ſtand againſt it, until they effecte 
the expulſion of it from the church of Scotland, aud 
afterwards joined with the parliament and kingdom 
of England, in the Solemn League as above ſaid, for 
the deliverance of the whole three nations from it; 
malignant dominion. Both theſe ancient coyenant; 
of our anceſtors, on account of the morality of the 
tenor of them, and on account of the divinity of the 
cauſe, as being the cauſe of God ſworn to in them by 
the nations, are ſtill obliging before God, and will be 
to the lateſt poſterity. If you deny the obligation 
one or both of theſe, then pray act conſiſtently and 
renounce your Chriſtian and baptiſmal vow alſo 
for this, as it contains a renunciation of the three ca. 
pital enemies of ſalvation and God's glory, the devil 
the luſts of the world, and the fleſh (part of the works 
ot which are hereſy, idolatry and ſuperſtition) is in 
its tenor the fame with thoſe. If you confeſs the mo- 
rality and obligation of theſe public folemn vows— 
acknowledge that the preſent attempt and deſign to 
diflolve the obligation and force of our national laws, 
for the preſervation and defence of our glorious Ae. 


formation, and for the reſtraint and ſuppreſſion of 


piſh idolatry, are a notorious violation of all theſe 


folemn Chriſtian vows, plungimg us ſtil} deeper in the 
awful guilt of national perjury and apoſtaſy ; and is1 
joining again in affinity, league and incorporating à. 
lociations with the people of theſe abominations, which 
the nations once rejoiced to abjure for ever. On this 
account particularly vou ought to tremble to think 01 
ſuch iniquitous deſigns being accompliſhed. Br not 
deceived by, but rather ſtand amazed at, the fair cha. 


| 1 I ** el 
racters and encomiums beſtowed upon them, by ile 
majority of a popiſhly affected parliament, in which 


they were characteriſed as“ amicable and worthy Cl- 
tizens, who daily exerciſe the moſt voluntary ads 6 
charity and humanity towards their fellow juvje&% 
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of good citizens and good Chriſtians. That they are 
profeſſors of the goſpel—their opinions harmleſs and 
merely ſpeeulative, and which do not in the leaſt in- 
terfere with the quiet and tranquility of the ſtate—that 


is WAY they are willing to ſerve his majeſty to the utmoſt of 
nt; AW their power, and with to give every proof and pledge 
the of their allegiance to the king and to the itate.” 


The account which has above been given of them, 
and their blaſphemous tenets and treacherous princi- 
ples, will fuſficiently manifeſt the {ſalſhood of every ar- 
ticle of this character, which we are perſuaded could 


the 
| by 
be 


| 0] 


and either have been given, nor. ſilently acquieſced in 
-o any, but fuch as are loſt to all feeling of the ſacred 
ca- Wi 6b ligations of truth and religion“. 


Be not deceived, beloved friends, to think from 
their outward peaceable behaviour of late, that they 
yill continue to do ſo, This outward quietneſs has been 
intirely 


evil, 
ks 
8 in 
Mo- 
af * The very reſpeQable writer before quoted, much about 
the time theſe encomiums were beſtowed on Papiſts, ſpeaks 
quite the reverſe of them, but certainly gives them their true 


0 


aws, 


le. character. (See /etters to the Duke of R „let. 2.) “Jou can» 
1 of pot help obſerving how much need Proteſtants have to guard their 
heſe lives and fortunes againſt Papiſts : For ſhall ever the time come 
dee Proteſtant nations do not watch over every motion of Ro- 


naniſts, they may expect cert«ia miſchief from them. Poper y 
einnot change, and Papiſts never will change while they be- 
leve ſuch principles. Lou hint, that they cannot in this enligh- 
tened age believe ſuch wicked and abſurd doctrines, and fo can 
ſever think of putting them in execution. How are yon ſure of 
that! Knowledge is not ſo univerſal as you imagine, neither 
0 Papiſts always act from ignorance, but from knowledge and 
deign— Tbeir principles poiſon their hearts. Do you ſuppoſe 
de devil is turned better by the increaſe of knowledge? - You muſt 
il, my lord, chaoge his principles. If Papiſts c not believe 
bei principles in their hearts, their conſciences cannot be hurt 
their being reſtrained from the practice of them; but if they do 


184 
( al. 
hich 
| this 
1k of 
- not 
cha- 
the 
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ly 0 &liere them, they will practiſe them when they can, and there- 
ts at lore ought to be watched and reſtrained. They ought all to be 
jets, by themſelves, Sor no man is ſafe that is near them, when they 

ana burt him with ſafety to themſelvez.“ | | 


92 Y 


and whoſe actions manifeſt a behaviour worthy both 
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( 54 ) 
intirely owing to the influence of the penal ſtatutez... 
but theſe once removed the ſcene will ſoon alter. You 
cannot argue a change of principles from a change f 
manners, when men are under re//ramt. And, more. 
over, we can certify you, that it is a ſtanding and an 
unchangeable law in the church of Rome—* That Pa. 
piſts muſt deſtroy Proteſtants, whenever it is in the 
power of their hands to do it.“ But ſuppoſe them to 
continue never ſo quict and peaceable, yet be aſſured 
that whatever king, people or power put hand tg 
build what God has appointed to deſtruction, muſt do 
it at the dreadful hazard of the execution of that i. 
vine malediction, denounced upon all ſuch pre ſumptu- 
ous finners, Joſh. vi. 26. He ſhall lay the foundatim 
t beresf in his firſi-born, and in his youngeſt fon all ſi 
up the gates thereof, Do not imagine that the oath 
framed by the court, and appointed to be taken by 


Papiſts, will be any proper ground of dependence on Wi faithfi 
them. A falſe, lying religion which has formerly ad- cefſors 
vanced itſelf by baſe means, is at no loſs to do all that not di 
and much more, in proſpect of ſerving the papal in. ls ſui 


tereſt. But we hope you will conſider, as it is 2 de Pc 
matter of truth and fact, that the Papiſt is not the all me 
maſter of his own faith, and therefore cannot pledge WW mote 1 
it. Implicite obedience to eccleſiaſtical fupe- ¶ the Pe 
riors (by all profeſſing the popiſh religion) is the fun. in whi 
damental and moſt eſſential doctrine of the church er pov 
Rome.“ any ſu 

For a fuller confirmation of the truth of this, we WMWthe ut: 
Mall give you verbatim the oath appointed by canon. 
cal authority, to be taken by all their regular, lecu- 
Jar and dignified clergy. That of their regular and 
ſecular clergy, profeſſors of colleges, &'c. * runs thus: 


N do promiſe, vow and ſwear without 
| any 


* The inferior Roman clergy are divided into ſecular and fe- 
gular.——The ſecdlar are ſuch as have the charge or cre of ” f 
The regular are monks, and ſuch others as live under ſome rule d 
obedience. 


1 

any doubt, to receive and profeſs all things decreed 
by the ſacred canons and general council, eſpecially 
the holy ſynod of Trent: And do reje& and curſe alt 
contrary opinions; and will endeavour as much as in 


an me lies that they be taught and preached by all under 
a. me, or thoſe committed to my care *.” 

he Here you may obſerve, they vow, ſwear and pro- 
to miſe to receive, profeſs and teach—all the Romith 
red wicked doctrines, e. g. breach of faith with heretics 


—robbing them of their property; extirpating them 
the doctrine of the Pope's ſupremacy—his abſolving 
and-depoſing power, ©'c. Oc. for all theſe are con- 
tained in the canons of the council of Trent, and 
thoſe of the Lateran council confirmed by it. 

Again, the oath ſworn by all their dignified clergy, 
biſhops, archbiſhops, &c. at their conſecration, runs 
thus“ I N from this time forward, will be 
faithful and obedient to my lord the Pope and his ſuc- 
ceſſors; the counſels with which they truſt me, I will 
not diſcover to any man, to the hurt of the Pope or 
his ſucceſſors. I will aſſiſt them to retain and defend 
the Popedom, and the royaltics of St. Peter againſt 
all men. I will carefully conſerve, defend and pro- 
mote the rights, honour, privileges and authority of 
the Pope. I will not be in any counſel, fact or treaty 
in which any thing prejudicial to the perſons, rights 


any ſuch things treated of by any whoſoever, I will to 
the utmoſt of my power hinder them, and with all 
poſlible ſpeed ſignity them to the Pope. I will to the 
utmoſt of my power obſerve the Pope's commands, 


and ad make others obſerve them. I will impunge and 
thus: berſecute heretics and rebels to my lord the Pope. 1 
thout vil come to the ſynod when he calls me, &c.“ 

any 


After 

* Vide Concil. Trident. ſeſſ. 24, 25, 
be Lateran is the great cathedral church of St john (Lateranus) 
lt upon Mount Coelius, one of rhe hills of ancien: Rome. Here 
lhe ſth and laſt of the councils callefl the Laterac councils met, 
Mich ſat down 1512, and roſe 1517. 
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or power of the Pope is contrived; and if I ſhall know 


056.) 

After ſach oaths as theſe ſwearing abſolute obed; 
ence to the Pope, what place or room is left for obe. 
dience or ſubjection to any other whoſe commands am 
inconſiſtent with thoſe of the Pope. The oath appointed 
to be taken by Roman Catholics by the preſent Br. 
tiſh parliament, contains an oath of allegiance to the 
king“ To defend his perfon, crown and dignity,” 
&c. Cain ſuch an oath be e to be lawtul for 
Roman Catholics, or at all conſiſtent with their prior 
obligation by oath to the Pope? To ſwear to defend 
the perſon and dignity of any Proteſtant prince or 
king, whoſe rights, crown and dignity are founded 
in his profeſſion of, and engagement to ſupport what 
they call abominable, damnable hereſy, is to ſwen 
to defend and ſupport that hereſy. Will this be found 
or thought (whatever at preſent they may pretend) a 
lawful oath ? It is true, the b1ſtops and clergy of France 
take an oath of fidelity to the king, but 1s their not a 
vaſt difference between ſwearing fidelity to a Roman 
Catholic king, who ſupports Popery to the utmolt of 
his power, and doing ſo to any Proteſtant king, wis 
by his very conſtitution and coronation oth, is ch. 
liged to ſupport the Proteſtant religion and particu- 
larly ſuch a king as claims, impropriates and exerciſes 
the papal ſpiritual ſupremacy within his domimions-- 
as it muſt be confeſſed, the kings of England have 
done ſince Henry VIII's time. To this the French 
monarch makes no pretenſions : How then will ſwear 
ing to defend ſuch a prince in his crown, rights and 
dignities conſiſt with their oath, „To conſerve and 
defend the rights, honouts and royalties of St Peter! 
We are bold to affirm, from their own principles, 
that this ſame oath which is appointed for them, wil, 
according to theſe, be found unlawful in itſelf, and 
therefore ip/o jure null; ſo that they will, in this view 
of it, find themſclves under no neceſlity of the Pope 
declaration of it to be null and void ; or of his diſpen- 
fation to free them from it; againſt both which * 
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ate worn in that vath. Nay, we could produce vari: 
ous actual inſtances and facts, both older and later, as 
proofs of this truth,“ That a Papiſt may ſwear by 
God, and all the ſaints alſo (which is their moſt folemin 
oath) that the Pope has no right to abſolve him fromthe 
oath he takes, while, at the ſame time, he has a per- 
miſſion for all this, when it is of ſervice to the catholic 
cauſe (which is the fupreme law with Papiſts) and 
when this great reaſon ceaſes, he may break it when he 
pleaſes *."* 3 
Suppoſe them, however, to have no ſuch permiſſion 
from the Pope, but that he ſhall expreſsly forbid the 
oath under higheſt pains.— Doubtleſs, in this caſe, it 
would be a great fin againſt his HoliN Ess to abjure 
the royalties of St. Peter, by ſwearing (as they do in 
the preſent oath) that the Pope neither hath, nor ought 
to have any temporal juriſdiction within this realm ; 
nor any power. to grant a diſpenſation to take, and 
and then to break oaths made to heretics. - Never- 
theleſs, you will eaſily admit, that if this God at 
Rome can fergive all fin and blaſphemy againſt God 
Almighty, there is nothing to hinder him to forgive 
lns againſt himſelf, eſpecially when it is his intereſt 
to do ſo. 8 

One well known inſtance, which will very exactly 
anſwer as a proof of what has been ſaid, we have in 


1 our own hiſtory f. Upon the diſcovery of the gun- 
* powder plot 1605, an oath of allegiance to the king was 
and H - drawn 
and * Many inſtances of this ſott of traffie might be given. 
ere „Clement VIII. diſpenſed with the Iriſh for their fidelity to 
ples, Queen Elizabeth, till he had ſome confidence of the Earl of Ty- 
will rone's ſucceſs. For then on the 20th of January, 1601, he wrote 
* letter of encouragement to him, in which he addreſſes him thus 
* — My dear ſon, all b:alth,” & c. Afterwards he calls the rebel- 
vic lion an Holy League, promiſing in the way of bleſhng—— An bap- 
Pe > by ſucceſs. God, fays he, will fight for you, and tread your ene- 
pen mes under your feet. — 7. ong's account of the Romiſh doctrine; 
they don 1679. 


* 7 See Neal's hiſtory of the Puritas, vol, I. ad annum 160g. 
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drawn up, and which ſpeedily paſſed both houſes of par. bond 
Hament. This oath was particularly deſigned for Roman as ire 
Catholics. The allegiance being to tne King only x; word 
a temporal ſovereign, independent on any power by K 
earth; aud being diſtinct from the oath of ſupremacy ſatiot 
-which obliges the ſubject to acknowledge the king tobe oath. 
fupreme head of the church, as well as of the ſtate, might ſtanc 
therefore be taken by all ſuch Roman Catholics as did derat 
not believe the Pope had power to depoſe kings, and Pope 
give away their dominions. Accordingly, moſt Eng. they 
Hh Roman Catholics, and Blactwell their ſuperior the P 
took the oath ; but the Pope abſolutely forbid it on they 
pain of damnation. This occaſioned King James to muſt 
write and publiſh what he ealled, An Apelogy to al ters e 
Chriſtian kings and princes. Hereupon /eme of the Ne 
Komi ſi doctors appeared in the oppoſition, particularly pect 
Cardinal Bellarmine under the name of Tortus, and beſid 
another of the name of Paſchenius, wrote in condem. them 
nation of the oath. The ſentiments of the hat tat 
of theſe in his anſwer to the king's apology, arc den 
much to our preſent purpoſe, we ſhall therefore ſz them 
them down in a literal tranſlation of his on words, a 
Vide in tanta aſtutia quanta fit fimplicitas, &c. (ſays 

he) “See in ſo great craft, how great ſimplicity doth 45 
bewray itſelf. When he (King James) had placed al —" 
: 3 A piſt: 
his ſecurity in that oath, he thought he had found + R 
ſuch a manner of oath, knit with ſo many circumſtan- tics ar 
ces, that it could not with ſafety of conſcience—be ſervan 
diſlolved by any man: But he could not {cc that l * 5 
the Pope did diſſolve that oath, all the tyings of it baſk, 
whether of performing fidelity to the king, or of d all ob 
mitting no diſpenſation, would be diſſolved togctier il niſed 
Lou know that an unjuſt oath—known or declare —* Þ 
to be ſuch, bindeth no man, but is ipjo fads nul kön 
That the king's oath is unjuſt has been declare! vi manki 
the paſtor of the church himſelf *. You ſee there:o: ery f 
that the obligation is vaniſhed into ſmoke ; ſo 0 th 2 
On et 


ji, e. tlie Pope, 


CW) 


bond which by ſo many wiſe men was thought to be 
a5 iron, is become leſs than ſtraw “.“ By theſe 
words of Paſchenius it appears, that Papiſts were then 
by King James's oath ſworn againit admitting diſpen- 
ations, as well as they are by the preſent new framed 
gath. But what ſignify all ſuch articles and circum- 
ſtances to them (although they ſhould even be lo mo- 
derate as to renounce the temporal ſupremacy of the 
Pope, as the French king and clergy have done) while 
they ſtill believe, as all of them do, and mult do, that 
the Pope is ſupreme in all matters of conſcience. While 
they acknowledge the papal ſpiritual ſupremacy, they 
muſt, and will obey him, before all the world, in mat- 
ters of that kind. | 

Nothing therefore can be more abſurd than to ex- 
pect aſſurance of fidelity from a Roman Catholic: For 


themſelves, it is their known and proſeſſed principle, 
that no faith is to be kept with heretics, nor any obe- 
dience, debt, or duty, owing to them. Hereſy, with 
them, diſſolves all obligations to relative duty public 
er private. Sce proofs of this below f. 

It 


bs "das Crawſurd's diſcovery of the treaſonable principles of 
Papiſts, p 
+ By the decrees of the Pope and church of Rome « Heres 
tics are by law deprived of all due fidelity, right, duty and ob- 
ſervance, which any whoſcever do owe them.” Decret. Greg. IX. 
lib, 5. Cap. De Hereticis, Parents, huſbands, wives, children, 
ſervants, ſubjects, kings, &c. are, upon their children, wives, 
buſbands, parents, &c, turning heretics, immediately looſed from 
all obligation to duty to them and though a debtor has pro- 
miſed by bond or oath to pay a heretic, he is not bound to do it 
—* becauſe the creditors hereſy has diſcharged him,“ ſay the 
nul Roman Canoniſts Angelino, Simanca, Ovandus, Armilla, &c. 
4 by This at once violates and fubverts all ſociety and commerce among 
4 J mankind, This has been the avowed doctrine of Rome, from the 
eien [ery firſt dawn of the Reformation, and which ſhe has not yet re- 
it th nounced, It is true, this is denied to be their docttine, and call» 
hon ed execrable and abominable by the pretended popiſh Biſhop Hay, 
4 | preſently 
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beſides the above deceitful and unjuſt ways of reheving 
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It may, perhaps, be ſaid that our forefathers in the d rec 
time of Reformation, and King William's parliament heſe \ 
1700, which paſſed the act for preventing the growl, nothing 
of Popery, credited the oath of Papiſts ; for thcrei; x We « 
form of an oath added to that act, as well as to tlic ad {iſſhendiny 
of George III. We reply, That there is a great differ. nt con 
ence between theſe ; the former oath is an expreſ From 
and complete renunciation of Popery, but the laſt one orrupti 
is ſuch an oath as by no means contains an abjuration bc, of t 
of Popery , but which Papiſts {till continuing ſuch nſidle 
may take, and therefore ſignifies nothing. reat me 
Theſe and ſuch like, Chriſtian friends, and brethrez {ſhranny 
in our Lord, are the moſt common pleas brought by Wlreſerve 
the advocates for Popery, in defence of its public in. on. 
dulgence. We hope we have ſufficiently refuted Me fafet 
them. From the whole, we truſt, you may be per. ire of 
ſuaded, that Though Papiſts are quiet at preſent, Mtb, k 
there is no ſecurity that they will continue ſo. Till they able gi 
renounce Popery and the juriſdiction of Rome, the vo yo 
ſtrongeſt oaths cannot bind them, when his Holineſs iſe of 
pleaſes to looſe them from the obligation. — Till they ach you 
{wear an oath of abjuration both of the Pope, the pre- e mear 
tender, and the Devil of idolatry and cruelty, you e helps 
mult bind them for your own fafery. This ought to bu, by 
have been a public deed of all Papiſts in Britain, aa WW the tr 
public as apy tranſaction poſſibly can be, before Fan knowle 
| a teen 


preſently at the head of the Catholics in this kingdom, and by o- | ed. 
ther advotates for Popery, And ſo it was with the like impu- Vl the 
dence denied by Papiſts an hundred years ago. See a book ini er with 
fled, 4 Manuel of Controverſies, 1678. But as the lying equi Ion, 
yocations of that author, and the reſt of them, were then well re- ought | 
fared ; ſo we are happy to find that ſince this paper of ours was 
appointed to be drawn up, the public have been provided with unan- 
ſwerable proofs of this'charge againſt Romaniſſs by different writers, XK 
that have undertaken the taſk, out of friend/hip to the Proteſiant Letter 
intereft ; we have therefore but juſt mentioned this particular, dome 
＋ The ſubſtance of both theſe oaths ſhould have been helfe , Hiſt 
added, For brevities ſake we are obliged to omit them. The be 
reader will find them in different publications on this ſubject. We * 
(hall, if poſhble, throw them into an appendix. | 12 
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kad received ſuch freedom and credit among us &.“ 
heſe were the methods of our wiſe anceſtors, and 
nothing lels is neceſſary ſtill. 

We conclude this our addreſs, by bricfly recom- 
pending ſome few things to your attention in the pre- 
nt conjuncture. 

From what has been preſented to your view, of the 
orruption and malignity, the blaſphemy, idolatry, 
kc, of the Romiſh ſynagogue, we hope you will be 
nfidle of, and ſhew yourſelves thankful, for God's 
reat merey in redeeming our native lands from the 
manny of the man of fin, and that God has as yet 
relerved us from the dominion of this corrupting de- 
bon. e beſeech you, by the mercies of God, and for 
he ſafety of your immortal ſouls, — to avoid it, to be- 
are of its fallacies; to ſtudy the knowledge of the 
wth, by ſearching the ſcriptures, This is an ineſti- 
able gilt and bleſſing the Redeemer hath bequeath- 
(to you; ule it in faith's dependence on the pro- 
ile of an aſcending Saviour, to ſend the Spirit to 
ach you all things, and to lead you into all truth, by 
e means of this word of truth. Peruſe thankfully 
e helps God in his good providence hath afforded 
bu, by the labours of his faithful ſervants, in defence 
the true religion +. Reſt not in any thing ſhort of 
knowledge of the goſpel in the ſpirit and power of 
receive the truth in the love thereof, that you may 
red. Without this you neither can be ſecured 
bn the deluſions of the man of fin, nor ſaved here- 
ct with an everlaſting ſalvation. They who are of no 
gion, and to whom all religions are alike, arg eaſily 
weht over to the religion of Antichriſt. 


man- We 


ant Letters to the Duke of R . paſim. 

at. zame we can particularly recommend for this purpoſe-— 
here «3 Hiſtory of the Reformation in Scotland; — Durbam on the 
The Union, the beſt expoſition of that book that has yet been 


dec ;—and Sermons by the London miniſters, as an Antidote 
Fopery, in the morning exerciſe 1675. 
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We recommend you to conſider it as your duty, y 
contend earneſily for the faith once delivered to the ſain, 
See from what we have ſet before you of the evils and 
wickedneſs of this great antichriſtian apoſtacy Set 
we beſcech you, what a GLoRlous cauſe you are cal. 
ed to contend for: And how much more preferahl; 
it is to ſuffer reproach, perſecution, yea, death itſelf 
by the hands of the men of this wicked faction, k 
God in his providence ſhould call you to it, than tg 
be of their communion, and to partake with them i 
their idolatries. 
Io oppoſe the wicked and 1dolatrous religion of 
Anticbriſt, is a work which the Lord is now particu. 
larly calling you to, when that religion again threzWſevinar 
tens to come in upon us like an overflowing floodWthe gr. 
and when its deluded votaries are amazingly increaedMeion— 
and daily multiplying through the influence of and its 
couragement given to it, by thoſe whoſe office , count 
work it is to oppoſe and ſuppreſs it. | God hs 

Know therefore, Chriſtian friends and fellow Piven t 
teſtants, that Chriſt the true Mediator now belpeak 10 
you, as Moſes the *yprcal mediator once did the I ball in 
clitith tribes, when the heads of the people had fal proven 
into idolatry, A bo is on the Lerd's fide, Exod. .] 
26.—He calls you to bear teſtimony, particularly bot 
againſt idolatry itſelf, and againſt the meaſure 
preſently adopted for its encouragement. Be av? 
of involving yourſelves in the curſe denounced again 
Meroz by the Angel of God's covenant, Judg. v.? 
by refuſing to come forth to the help of the LON 
to the help of the LORD againſt the mighty. 

Set yourſelves in oppoſition to Popery, as men, 
Chriſtians, and as citizens: For you will find it © 
ſtructive to you in all theſe characters. As men, 9 
religion of Rome makes its ſubjects worſe, both 
principles and practice than infidels, Pagans or {avs 
Indians are by mere nature, and ſo deſtroys both! 
man, Chriſtian and citizen; hence it is faid, Re) 


5 

18 (by its falſe doctrines, perſecutions and ſlaugh- 
ters) to corrupt or deſtroy the earth ; on which account 
God there ſays, that he will finally deſtroy it, and the 
maintainers of it. 1 8 i 
Reſiſt therefore every attempt and deſign, which in 
its nature or tendency is conducive to the propagation 
and ſtrengthening of this diabolical ſyſtem. —Oppolſe 
them not only as nen but as Chriſtian men, and Chri- 
han citizens, from ſuch principles and motives as are 
worthy of, and becoming both theſe characters. 

As Chriſtians, as profeſſors of the true reformed reli- 
gion, let not your motives of oppoſition to it, be merely 
the conſideration of its treacherous, perfecuting, ſan- 


the firſt objects of your deteſtation in the Romith reh- 
gion — but its idolatries, its falſe and devilith docttines, 
and its'blaſphemies againſt God and Chriſt, ſome ac- 
count of which hath been given you above, whereby 
God has been for ages grievouſly diſhonoured, his glory 
giren to another, and his praiſe unto graven images. 
To enforce a little what we here recommend, we 
ſhall in a few deductions from the former characters 
proven to belong to Popery, ſhew you how- provok- 
ng and diſhonouring that religion is to his divine Ma- 
klty, and how contrary it is to his whole will and 
deligns. 
This religion, or rather delufion of Rome, contra- 
lifts all the ends and purpoſes intended by true re- 
gion, which by all are generally confeſſed to be theſe 
he glory of God, and ot his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
tumbling and debaſing of proud aſpiring finners ; the 
bezring down of all fin ; the propagation of truth and 
the knowledge of God in the world; and of righte- 
duſneis and true holineſs in the hearts and lives of men. 
duch are the glorious purpoſes to be accompliſhed 
bj the religion of Chriſt, the Lord jrom heaven. But 
lie religion of Antichriſt utterly ſubverts all theſe ends. 
The beaſt and his followers blaſpheme God and LIN 
Y 


guinary and intolerant principles. "Theſe are-not to be 
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„ 
by giving their glory to creatures They wy; 10 
th oft. ſaying, . ho is like unto the beak, * * 
able to make war with him? Rev. xiii. 4. i. e. They exa ts 
the Pope above all that is called God; and the beariſi.ir o 
is deſcribed, ver. 5. as bla/pheming the name of Gy, be 
by aſſuming the prerogatives of God and the Re... 
decmer. As blaſpheming the tabernacle of God, or the 
true church militant, by branding the children there: 
of as heretics, ichiſmatics, apoſtates, ©&'c. and then 
that dwell in heaven, viz. angels and departed faint, 
by giving divine worthip to them: By ſharing the 
mediatory glory of Chriſt among them, employing 
them as interceſſors, and pleading their merits, which 
is truly a blaſpheming them, and a debaſing of Chi 
while creatures are exalted not only to an equalit 
with, but in ſome reſpects to a ſuperiority above him 
Thus Chriſt is robbed of his throne and glory, bot 
as the church's Head, and as the church's Saviour. 
Again, the Romilh ſynagogue alſo highly diſs 
nours God, by denying the authority of the ſacred 
ſcriptures, wherein his will and grace are revealed tc 
men; and, not only fo, but ſhe ſpeaks of it in the 
moſt vilitymg and contemptible manner, /uch a: 
« It the heretics ſay /t ig written, that is the voice M iq 
the devil ſpeaking in his members.” — They call M onſcie 
ſcripture by way of contempt . paper and parchment, N afons 
and ſay that God would not have the church to de out tl 
pend on paper and parchment, as Moſes made . Add 
carnal Iſraelites. “ That it is an abſurd thing to Mica! 
tribute more authority to the ſcripture than to ti; 
church, fince the ſcripture hath no authority, but io Rome, 
the decree of the church.“ That the apoſtles net fins 
intended to ſubject our faith to their writings, but nes tc 
ther their writings to our faith.” —** That the ſcr . 
tures are a noſe of wax, which ſuffers itſelf to be dra viii; fie 
hither and thither as a man pleaſeth.“ —* That tl | 
ſeripture is the daughter, and the church the nou 
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"op 65 | 
thit gives being and ſufficiency to her ſhe begets *,” 
Re. Kc. They enroll this ſacred volume among the 
books prohibited to be read by the laity, and prefer 


in be more diſhonouring to God than thus to repro- 
date and reproach his holy word, which is able to make 
1 wiſe unto eternal falvation, and is given of God for 
that very purpoſe. | | 

The Romiſh religion being directly oppofite to the 
propagation of the knowledge of God, which is the 
rreat end and deſign of the goſpel of Chriſt, is an ab- 
solute enemy to holineſs inward and outward, It 
wraps up all its ſubje& in the darkneſs of ignorance, 
nd ſeems as if calculated for the very purpole of pro- 
pagating iniquity. The proteflors of this fyſtem, by 
means of its doctrines about venial ſins, auricular 
ronfeflion, papal diſpenſations, and indulgences, may 
conſtantly live in the violation of all the commands 
f God, — Whatever flagitious practices they are guil- 
y of, confeſſion to a prieſt, and his abſolution upon 
led t undergoing a ſhort penance, or paying a ſmall ſum, 
in vil etfectually relieve them. What a dreadful ſyſtem 
65 s, for the encouragement and hardening of finners 
cc M iniquity ? Who, it he can once abandon reaſon and 
W ug eaſcience, and work himſelf into a belief of the de- 
nent afons of Popery, will concern himſelf any more a- 
to de bout the evil and danger of ſin? | 
de u Add to this, the bale venal partiality of this ſimo- 
te ical fynagogue, in their pretended abſolutions, &c. 
to ücaridians are in favour with the Pope and chureh of 


ſacred 


ut 0 Rome, only in proportion to their riches. — There are 
*. 0 fins venial to the poor, nor pardons for mortal 
u 


mes to empty pockets : But as one well expreſſes it, 
>* Were Peter to riſe from the dead, and come to 
tis lucceflor with his old tone, Silver and gold have / 

I 115 none; 
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th * Hofus, Caſterus, Pighius, Bullinger, apud Pol. Dialogue 
kivern a Proteſtant and a popiſh prieſt. 


their own traditions and canons far before it. What 
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( 66 ) 
none; if he were a thouſand Peters, he muſt to Py, church 
gatory without mercy *.”” . | he gre 

As to that internal holineſs and religion, which the wſakin 
law of God requires—nothing- can be more ade 
to it than Popery. The law of God is holy and ſpit. Chat ca 
tual, Rom. vii. and of conſequence reaches and hind; ¶poſtate 
the heart and mind; and requires purity of heart, ad an 
ſpirituality of mind in the performance of every duty, Wand fal 
But, ſay the popith doctors, the law does not require Wilvatic 
internal holineſs, but external only; and if this is per. The 
formed, the law 1s ſatisfied. Thus they teach my iſo peci 
to believe, that the ſaying of fo many Ave Mary's, 0 be 
and Pater nefter's, although, perhaps, they are talking MWWrence « 
or gazing about in the midſt of their pretended devo. Wiſs Chr 
votionsg—--wilt procure them acceptance with God, nerely 
What more oppoſite to, and deſtructive of holineb H princip 
of heart than this? This is what they call their opu {iſ gr0und 
operatum. In ſhort, their religion is hypocriſy, abſo- ticular 
lute hypocriſy, deſigned and taught, and therefore hund pr 
abominable to God, and will be ſo to every good man, Wiſvortin 

Thus you ſee how contrary the papal ſyſtem is o churct 
the religion of the divine and holy Jeſus, and to the vate 
great deſign of his coming into the world -u, was here Vi 
to be a light to the nations—to turn men from dart- ute 
neſs unto light, and from the power of Satan unto Cd be au 
that they may obtain the forgiveneſs of ſins, and n. 0! an 
heritance among them that are ſanctified. On this beadin, 
account you ought to have it as the object of your de- dut lat 
teſtation; and particularly, on account of its blaiphe- doctor 
mies, and corruption of Ged's worſhip by idolatry: dcotla 
Conſider that this ſin is ſingularly provoking to God: ples, : 
It is called—T he abominable thing which be Bale. wor 
There is a diſtinguiſhing evil and malignity in idola- “ Tha 
try above all other ſins. It vielates the marriage: co. bon 0: 

venant, and diflolves the relation between God and txiſts, 
his church; and is called by the names of (ſpiritual) Caniſn 


tohoredom and adultery, Hence the Antichriſtia ey t 
| church ate, 


And, 


* Pool's dialogue. 
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Pur church is called, Rev. xvii. 1—1 5. &c. the whore, 
he great whore, that /itteth upon many waters. It is a 
| the wſaking God the fountain of living waters, Jer. Ii, 12. 
Ts Fig; hewing out to ourſelves ciſlerns, broken ciſterns, 
vir. bet can hold no water : This exactly applies to the a- 
inc N poſtate church of Rome. They have forſaken the true 
d and his Chriſt, and made to themſelves falſe Gods 
jury, Wand falſe Chriſts, falſc mediators, which can bring no 
1vire alration nor comfort unto them. | 

per. Theſe and ſuch like idolatries and errors of Popery, 
men o peculiarly hateful and diſhonouring to God, ought 
ids, Wo be the firit and greateſt grounds of your abhor- 
king rence of that hereſy.—Sce that your oppoſition to it 
lex. s Chriſtians, we again remind you, do not terminate 
God, MW nerely on its perſecuting, treacherons and intolerant 
inch principles. Theſe things, you will obſerve, are the 
2 grounds of the preſent general cry againſt Popery, par- 
abſo-ccularly its intolerancy. Such motives being the chlet᷑ 


we is Wand prevalent, are but poor and mean: They arc un- 


man, WM worthy of the Chriſtian, the true Proteſtant, or true 
is to church of Chriſt, as they ariſe only from mens own 
) the private perſonal concerns, eaſe and quietneſs. And 
1 was WW icre we mult take the occaſion offered, to warn and 
dart eaution you, as members of the church ot Chriſt, to 
Cod be aware of the malignant infection of the doctrine 
din of an almoſt infinite toleration, which ſeems to be a 
tha beading doctrine of this licentious age. We cannot 
r de- but lament to find that fome of the moſt reſpectable 
ſphe - doctors of this time, and miniſters of the church of 
arr. Scotland, ſeem to be ſo far ſunk in theſe evil princi- 
30d: es, and loſt to the true principles of the Reforma- 
habe. on, as to maintain in the moſt public manner 
dola- “ That the Chriſtian religion allows the legal tolera- 
e· o. n of every mode of idolatry and religion that now 
zd crits, from the riſing to the ſetting fun, Mahome- 
tua) nim, Paganiſm, Judaiſm, Popery, Cc. provided 
iti bey teach no opinions which are deſtructive to the 


urch bee, or dangerous to the particular members of it.“ 


and, upon the fame principle - That even Socinians 
and 


— — 


( 68 ) 
and Artans may be lawfully tolerated *.”—Oh! wand 
low, private, ſervile and ſelfiſh principles muſt the main. “ for- 
tenance of ſuch doctrines ſpring from. Here appear, “ licer 
nothing of that regard for the honour of the divine “ ing 
Majeſty, which is the leading principle of the he“ and 
Chriſtian, and Chriſtian divine. On theſe principle; , ligic 
they will frankly allow even popiſh idolators,—Arian; Wl cxpret: 
and Socmians, who, although, they call them{clve; WF as agen 
Chriſtians, yet really werſhip another God, and arc W's!) p 
chargeable with worſe idolatry than even Papiſts ; But no 
We lay they will allow all, and each of theſe public. Lenera 
ly, and under legal protection, to celebrate their ido. Wi bigots, 
latries, and preach their blaſphemies againſt the great Wi vio a 
God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, provided they give Hov 
them no outward diſturbance, or perſonal injury, 

Theſe are new, and truly anti-government princi- 
ples. That they are oppoſite to the principles, both 
oP our firſt, and advanced Reformation, thoſe of you 
will know-who are acquainted with the ſentiments of 
the deſervedly famous John Knox and S. Rutherford 
-—and with our confeſſions of faith, and theſe of all the 
reformed churches, on the article of the power and 
duty of magiſtrate and people with reſpect to re-: ou oth 
gion. But, moreover, they are new and ſtrange ue En: 
relation to the principles of the church of Scotland, e 3% 
declared in the moſt public manner ſince the Revolve Ns 
tion, The commiſſion of the general aſſembly, 16% ute 
in the name of the church of -Scotland, © Drew uM nemor 

na large repreſentation and petition to O. Anne, ſct. mon 
< ting forth (inter multa alia) That the ſecurity 0! 1 E 
% Proteſtant religion and Preſbyterian church goverl: hee 
ee ment, is (act 6. parl. 1707) declared to be an 7. 
s ſential condition of the union, beyond the reach 1 would 
e parliament to alter and encroach upon—and that werei 


therefore they could not but expreſs their furpri * 
( an ) 

and co 

dee debates in the ſynod of Lothian and Tweedale on the po- Defoe 


Piſh bill. Dr. Erſtine's conſiderations on the ſpirit of Tope, of priv 
Edinburgh, And Mr. Pertroys's ſermon on toleraticn. CA Wed 
1778, | 


= 
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1 WY and decp aſfletion to hear of a bill“ being offered 
ain. 
cars 
Vine 
true 
ples 


lang 


« licence to all errors and blaſphemies, and throw- 
« ing up all good diſcipline, to the diſhonour of God, 
« and the ſcandal and ruin of the true Chriſtian reli- 
„ gion, —&c. This repreſentation was tranſmitted 
expreſs to Principal Carftairs, who was then in London 
Ives RY agent for the church of Scotland, and was accord- 
rc WY ingly preſented, and graciouſly received by the Queen J. 
1; A But now this zeal and theſe principles are all loſt. Theſe 
\lic. WY venerable fatbers of the church are now called fools, 
do. gots, perſecutors, by their worthy and dutiful /ons, 
rat vbo at preſent have the management of theſe things. 
gi How juſtly now may we adopt the apoltle's com- 
paint, All ſeet their own things, few the things of 
inci. % Cbriſt. It need not be wonderful to us, that 
both popiſh prieſts, biſhops, &c. can live in the midſt of 


vou the light that thines in reformed Proteſtant countries, 


is of MY and read the Bible, as it is certain they do, and yet con- 
rford tinue 
| the 
and 


* N. B. The hill here mentioned was one for granting liberty 
tothe Epiſcopal liturgy and worſhip in Scotland, which with vari- 
rel. ous other ſects, was then privileged with a feſeration. This, ſays 
e m the Engliſh hiſtorian, greatly alarmed the church of Scotland.” — 
and, e Soyer's hiſtory of the reign of Q. Anne, Folio edit, p. 541. 
London 1735. 

About five years before this, when the union treaty was in 
agitation, the commiſſioners of the genera} aſſembly preſented a 
memorial and petition to the honourable eſtates of parliament, 
remonſtrating—** That the /acramental te being the condition 
of acceſs to places of truſt—would prove of the moſt dangerous 
conſequence.— That there were ſome qualifications required in the 
ſucceſſor to the crown, which were not agreeable to their princi- 
ples. —That in caſe the union ſhouid be concluded, the nation 
vould be ſubjected in its civil intereſt to a Britiſh parkament, 
wherein 26 prelates are conſtituent members and /egi//ators.” 
Theſe things they declare their diſapprobation of, particularly the 
alt, becauſe, ſay they—* It is contrary to our known principles 
ind covenants that any churchmen ſhould bear civil offices.” 
Defoe Memoirs, p. 240, Theſe were noble principles and points 


of privilege had they been ſtood to; but alas! ftaful compkanęe 
Tuned all. 


« for an almoſt boundleſs toleration, giving a large 


fe * 


1 ; 

tinue to maintain the authority of the canons, conf, 
tutions and doctrines of the church of Rome, when 
Proteſtant miniſters, who profeſs to take their religion 
from the Brble, can avow principles that lie dire 
croſs to the whole ſcripture, and Brble-Chriſtianity, 
Me requeſt you, dear friends and countrymen, t, 
conſider that ſuch licentious doctrine concerning tole. 
ration, neceflarily at once oppoſes, ſuperſedes and 
condemns the very preaching of the goſpel itſelf, un. 
der the character of the Teſtimony of Feſus—which 
yet” is one of its moſt glorious characters. For if 
Chriſtianity will tolerate and countenance a free and 
unreſtrained exerciſe of all theſe religions, then it vil 
alſo make it unlawtul to uſe any means, public or pri. 
vate, public perſuaſion or argumentation, private per. 
ſuaſion, reproof, admonition, or any means whatever, 
for the conviction or converſion of ſuch falſe worſhip. 
ers; or for preventing the ſpread of the contagion, 
by diſcovering the falſhood of ſuch religions; be- 
cauſe all theſe are contrary unto the legal toleration 
of them, whereby they are to have a free courk and 
liberty without moleſtation. 

But are there not ſome religions, principles and 
doctrines, which by God's expreſs commands, we 
ought to hold accurſed, be, the author of them who, 
or what they will. T hough zoe, or an angel from bea. 
ven, preach any other dactrine unto you, ſays the apolile 
to the Gentiles, than that which we have preached un. 
fo you, let him be accurſed. What then ſhall we think 
of the theſes of theſe doors, who teach that there 
are no doctrines nor religions that are to be ſo held 
and regarded ! 

Be not miſtaken, we beſeech you, nor think from 
what we have ſaid, that we are of perſecuting princi- 
ples. We are abſolutely againſt forcing men, by vio- 
lent meaſures to a profeſſion of a religion, without 2 
proper conviction of the truth. We know it is not 
the ſword of ſteel, but the ſword of the Spirit, that 


will ſubdue ſinners to the obedience of Chriſt, But 
we 
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we are fatisfied as to the juſtice and wiſdom of the laws 
made in times of Reformation, as a ſecurity to the 
happy conſtitutions that then obtained both in church 
and ſtate. We approve of the penal ſtatutes ſinc 

the Revolution, againſt antichriſtian wickedneſs; Ws 
wiſh more regard had been ſhown to them in the juſt 
execution of them. Neither of theſe can be called 

rſecution ; and as to both, we maintain, that to re- 

zoke them is beyond the reach of parliament. 

Nor do you conclude from what we have ſaid, that 
we are againſt all toleration. We treely grant and 
allow all toleration which the ſcripture allows, and 
which has been alſo allowed by the church of Scotland, 
and other reformed churches. If you aſk what that is:? 
We refer you for anſwer, to the apoſtolical deciſion, 
which you will find at large, Rom. xv. 1, 2, 6.—8. 
e then that are ſtrong, cught to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not to pleaſe ourſelves. Let every one of 
u pleaſe his neighbour for his good to edification. That 
je may with one mind and one meuth glorify (rod, even 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. M herefore recerve 
ye one another, as Chriſt alſo received us, to the glory of 
Cad. Here is an excellent plan of toleration, which 
It is not only lawful, but greatly the duty and glory 
of the church of Chriſt to follow. Such a toleration 
as to matters of faith and religion, God hath enjoined 
and commanded to be exerciſed toward mankind, by 
al governors whatever, whether in family, church or 
ate. But the toleration pleaded by theſe gentlemen, 
8 a.toleration not of weakneſs and intirmity, but of 
wickedneſs, which one would think might appear at 
brit view, to be contrary to the very dictates of natu- 
al reaſon, as well as of revealed religion. 

The ſame divine plan of toleration, we believe the 
Chriſtian magiſtrate, as the father of his country, 
ought parucurly to follow, in not only exerciſing his 
lorbearance, ut in extending protection. It is true, 


tne great law of the Chriſtian religion, like the great 
_ ab law 
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the leading doctrines of Chriſtianity, and whoſe de. 


© » 
law of morality, is one ; and carries an inviolable qq. 
ligation, where-cver it is revealed. Hence no nit 
taken opinion or error of itſelf, or as ſuch, and know 
to be fuch, has any title to toleratron or protediq, 
Being a he in oppoſition to the great Chriſtian la, 
it would be preſumption in any mortal to grant it, x 
well as an injury to thoſe to whom it was granted. Ne. 
vertheleſs, as miſtaken apprehenſions and views about 
ſome lefler matters of reiigion, like other infirmitiz 
which belong to the preſent imperfect ſtate, may be 
found in Chriſtians, whoſe principles are ſound in al 
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ſigns are upright with reſpe& to God's glory; they 
are not on this account to be perſecuted. — We lament 
the preſent differences among Chriſtians, and long 
for the arrival of the happy time, when the primitive 
unanimity will be reſtored, which we hope will take 
place on Antichriſt's fall ; while, m the mean time; 


ſome miſtaken profeſſors of Chriſtianity, may be al- The 
lowed that protection, and thoſe privileges denied to {Wiſthoug! 
Papiſts by the penal ſtatutes. non a1 

There are certain practical principles and public Wiſs thi 
forms of worſhip, that can claim no protection by civil rago 
law: And an obſtinate avowed adherence to theſe, be d 
in contempt of due means uſed to reclaim, jultly de- e fin 
prives the owners, of theſe privileges refuſed by the eu !t 
ſtatutes, particularly when this is attended with a furi- . Cor 
ous attempt to diſſeminate ſuch principles in the ſtate: . cre 
In this caſe, it is the incumbent duty of the mag. . 790 
ſtrate, to infli& theſe penalties on their proper ob. Wl ''') 
jeas. As the civil magiſtrate by divine appointment, . . 
is the keeper and avenger, not only of the ſecond . 01 
but alſo of the firſt table of the law of God; and this 


the civil maintenance of true religion, is an eſſential 
part of his office, can you fo much as allow your- 
felves in the thought, that he has any right or power 
to allow and protect ſuch principles and practices a8 
are ſubverſive of religion, or the eſſential parts of 7 

| 4 


(94 2 
b. . Has Atheiſm which denies the very being of 
God, and of conſequence unhinges all morality and 


eligion, any right to his protection as the miniſter of 
God? Has Deiſin any ſuch right, which denies the 


lv ruth of God's written word, and of conſequence un- 
„1 hinges the whole ſyſtem of grace Have Arians 
Ne. nd Socinians any ſuch right, whoſe doctrines deny 
bout mne unity of God — introduce a Pagan Tritheiſin of 
ities None ſupreme and two inferior Gods and fo deſtroy 
be the true Object of worſhip ?—Has Mahomediſm any 
ach right, which ſets up a vile impoſtor in place of 
de. ne true Saviour ?—Have A4rti-/abbatarians any ſuch 
they right, who deny the morality of the fourth command, 
nent and of conſequence unhinge all ſtated time for ſolemn 


worſhip ?—And laſtly, Have Papifts and their reli- 
gion any ſuch right, whoſe principles are blaſphemy, 


take and their worthip idolatry ? No.— Curſed for ever be 
ime; buch a religion, and /et all the people ſay, Amen. 
: al. Theſe things, fellow Chriſtians and Proteſtants, we 
{ to chought needful to mention *to you, by way of direc- 
non and caution, that your views in the oppoſition 
tblic Wo this blaſphemous and idolatrous religion of the 
civil WVragon, may be ſuch as become the children . 
1eſe, Ne long God, and followers of the Lamb. But now 
de. Joo finiſh, in a few ſentences, our recommendations to 
the ou in the preſent conjuncture 
furi- Conſider yourſelves as called upon —“ by your ſa- 
ate: cred duty to God by your conſtitutional duty to 
agi- our country and by your parental duty to poſte- 
ob- ty — to oppoſe and reſiſt, by all lawful ways and 


cnt, . means, every attempt that is, or may be made, 


ond k 1 or diſcontinue, the laws now in force in 
and % tis eingdom, for preventing the growth of Popery.” 
lou are to view this religion, as we have told you, 


out- the firſt and chief place, as diſhonouring to God 
ver Nend rumous to the fouls of men; and, in this view, 
as e ſtand forth againſt it: But you mult alfo conſider 
f it. 


was the parent of all thoſe vices, which are ruinous 
X ey Re 
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b 2 | | ery co 
to civil ſociety and deſtructive of the peace and hay id ly 
pineſs of the members of it; and on this account „ erity. 
ſo do you withſtand it in every ſtage of its proceh d th: 
wards your country, cities, towns, families, &c. zu ores, 

in the character of citizens and members of the con WW, a1 | 
munity, let not your oppofition to it be in a of 

multuous, diſorderly and furious manner, which wifi 2 {cr 

be an occaſion of bringing reproach on the very cauſe d citi 

you appear in behalf of—Let it be orderly and revu. "5 <rc 

lar: And though we are perfectly of opinion with our preſe: 

| own venerable Anox—*< That it doth not appertain to rengtl 

1 rulers only, but alfo to the body of the people, and io clatigil 

my every member of the ſame—according to that po er rel 
: Þ and occaſion which God doth miniſter, to revenge tle tes. 

4 injury done to his glory by idolatry;“ yet every nei! acc 

vn thod in the way of petition, ſupplication and remon{W! oth 

| {trance ought to be uſed where, and fo long as a peo ec 

| have acceſs to approach their rulers, before they beta © 

1} themſelves to the active exertion of their own power, iſ* 0 

1 We are ſorry we cannot join actively in every mode pers 

Wl of oppoſition now made in this critical jundture, err 

*n gainſt the danger the church and nation is preſenting”! thy 

1 * threatened with; yet we rejoice to ſee ſo many thro ger f 

Io the nation, focieties and bodies incorporate, declaring Fermi 

. their zeal and reſolution, to withſtand to the utm o in | 

1 the reintroduction of the abominations of Popery into 1 

[ our land; and look upon it as ſome of the happy ret © 

mains of the ancient zeal of the church of Scotland 

4 We ſhall be happy to fee them perſevere, and con S. , 

I tinue firm in theſe ſentiments and refolutions, ſo pulls, E. 
49 Hlicly declared againſt Popery. Fritzin 
. What you are called to plead for, is your, aud pron 

your children's unaticnable right to the inheritance d ma 

your fathers, which the Lord your God has given dre; 

to inherit. This inheritance is that of the laws, ca, 

gion and liberties which are the gifts of God, ſecured rope 

to you by your progenitors, at a dear expencc. * 2 


aſſured,” as the pernicious faction and hereſy of Fo 
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comes to increaſe and ſpread, ſo far will miſery 
ad lavery increaſe and grow upon you and your 

rity, Popery and flavery go always hand in hand 
d the hiſtory of many hundred years experience 
coves, that The one conſtant view of that religion 
an univerſal empire over the bodies, ſouls, 5 ef- 
of all mankind.” You can need no other motive 
o a ſerious attention to your duty, both as Chriſtians 
d citizens, than the conſideration of the ſingularly 
angerous ſituation both of true religion and liberty 
preſent, when Popery 1s once more exerting all its 
rength to euſtave and deſtroy us. Conſider the in- 
cativible induſtry of Papiſts for the propagation of 
er religion. T hey compaſs fea and land to make pro- 
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OWer : 

eee. Suck reſtraints and encouragements (as one 
7 ne⸗ el acquainted with them obſerves) as would make 
mon other body of men deſpair and fink, only ſerve 
cope excite them to double the exertions of their dili- 
eta rnce *. Let this one conſideration inſtigate you to 


ake off the unſtable, lukewarm, and Gallio-iihe 
mpers of this age—tempers which exactly anſwer 
the reception of Popery—and to ſeck to be ſettled 


wer. 
mode 


re, 2 Bhs 

nun on the true foundation. Thoſe who apprehend no 
mf eer from Popery, are actually in the greateſt danger. 
Haring kermit us therefore finally, once more, to exhort 


u in this critical time, to hearken to the call of 
od—Be not partakers of the ſins of the Romiſh Anti- 
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Sir Richard Steele's account of the Neniſh religion, —— 
J. Ever ſince the Reformation obtained a civil eftabliſhment 
ntzin and Ireland, and Popery came to be aboliſhed, ſuch 
deen the attention of the Pope and church of Rome, to the 
mainance of the papal intereſt here, that they have erected po 
than ten different colleges, for the education of the children 
Britiſh and Iriſh Papiſts; one at Rome, three in Flanders, three 
Ram, and three in France under the direction of their ſociety 
' Propaganda fide, All the ſtudents of theſe colleges are ob- 
| dy oath to come over hither for propagating the faith by 
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bring you to to ſay @ confederacy with her, that ye jc, 
ceive not of their plagues ; and whilſt, it is probable 
that Italian chapels reſound with—Te Deum 
thankſgivings to God, for the freedom allowed to Pr. 
piſts, by the parliaments of England and Ireland, le 
it be your exerciſe to weep for the deſolations of [e. 
ruſalem; and to maintain an impartial teſtimony 2. 
gainſt bath Popery and Prelacy ; and particularly a. 

ainſt this open indignity done tc the honovr, and in- 
jury acted againſt the intereſt of our dearc{} Re. 
deemer. Let not the laviſh fear of conſequences deter 
trom duty, when the enemy has come in hike à flood, 
—Let it be your exerciſe to lay to heart, and moum 
over the many abounding iniquities, on account d 
which God juitly may give us up to the bondage and 
tyranny of Antichriſt-—Our apoſtaſy from Gol!'s cauſe 
and truth—rejecling and denying the covenants « 
our anceſtors, in which we were, and are boundt 
God and the true religion—our general contempt o 
the glorious goſpel, and not recerving the truth in 
love there on account of which God may jute 
move our candleſtic# out of its place, Rev. . F. 
fend us ſtrong delaſions ie believe lyes, 2 Theff. ii. 10,11 
Think it not ſuſſicient if the act relaxing our pen 
ſtatutes is not extended ta Scotland; but lament t 
encouragement Popery has already got in Eng 
and Ireland, Scotland has ſuffered infinite miſcht 
from the Epiſcopal hierarchy and ſuperſtition reignil 


1 in England: What the effects of an overſpreading 
N popith idolatry from the toleration granted there i 
# be, who can tell? Be nat ſecure, becauſe it is n-. 
1 to be ſet aſide 3 for you may be fore it 18 10 only jor 


little, till a more convenient fcaſon. | 
"| Oh! tremble at the thought of the direful con 
| quences to yourſelves--the church of God--and 1050 
poſterity and children, if this damnable religion; 
in amongſt us. You will then be inevitably reduced 
the dilemma, either to ſuffer the loſs of life, and 1 
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ſuing dear; yea, to yield your bodies to the moſt cruel 
tortures and devouring flames, or otherwiſe to loſe 
both body and foul cternally.— For the determined 


ortion of thoſe that <worſhip the beaſt and receive his 


mark, is to be caſt into the lake which burneth with fiie 


and brimſtone, which 1s the ſecond death. Finally, 
Forget not to addreſs your earneit ſupplications to 
the Hearer of prayer—begging his sufficient grace, 
both to direct how to conduct yourſelves in a wiſe 
and godly fort in this critical and dangerous time 
and to preſerve you, et being led away by the error of 
the wie led, you fall from our ſtedfaſtneſs—Pray, that 
God would ſpeedily ari/e to plead his en cauſe—to put 
to ſilence the oi ones, who reproach him daily, and 
the voice of the tumult of theſe that riſe up againſt him, 
cohich increaſeth continually, That the Lord may yet a- 
gain graciouſly return unto, and claim the poſſeſſion of 
theſe cevenanted lands, in the full revival of a cove- 
nanted Reformation, in the extirpation of Popery, 
Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm,—and whatever is inconſiſtent 
therewith. And that now when he enemy threatens 10 
tome in as a flood, the Spirit the Lord may lift up a ſtan- 
dard againſt bim. Let the iervent prayer of the church, 
Ila, Ixiii. 15.—be yours at this time, Lock dewwn from 
heaven! Behold from the habitation of thy helieſs and 
of thy glory ! I here is thy zeal and thy ſtrength T he 
founding of thy bowels towards me, are they reſtrained © 
Doubtleſs, thou art qur father, though Abraham be ig- 
norant of us, and Iſrael acknowledge us not: Theu, O 
Lerd, art cur Father, our Redecmer, thy name is from 
everlaſting. O Lord, «why haſt thay made us tg err fron 
thy ways * and hardened cur bearts from thy fear ® Re- 
lurn for thy ſervants ſake, the tribes of thine inheritance ; 
the people of thy holineſs have peſſegſed it but a little, our 
adverſaries have troden denon thy ſancluary. We are 
thine; thou never bareſt rule cover them ; they were 
mt called by thy name. 


LE END TT. 
Referring to page 60. preceding (foot note.) 


No, I. Formula of the cath contained in the act of Wi. 
liam HI. 1700. 


1 do fincerely from my heart proſcß 
and declare before God who ſcarcheth the heart, that I 4g 
deny, diſown and abhor theſe tenets and doctrines of the 
papal church of Rome, viz. The ſupremacy of the pope and 
biſhop of Rome over all paſtors of the Catholic church; 
his power and authority over kings, princes and ſtates, and 
the mfjalfib:Jity that he pretends to, either without or with 


doctrine of tranſub/lantiation and the corporal preſence, with 
the communion mvithout the cup in the facrament of the 
Lord's ſupper : The adoration and ſacrifice profeſſed and 
practiſed by che popiſh church in the maſs, the itz of 
angels and ſaints, the worſhipping of images, crofles and re- 
lifts, the doctrine of ſupererogation, indulgences and prrgatory, 
and the fervice and worſhip in an wnknown tongue; all which 
tenets and doctrines of the ſaid church, I believe to be contrary 
to, and inconſiſtent with the written word of God: and! 
do from my heart deny, diſown and diſclaim the ſaid doc- 
trines and tenets af the church of Rome, as in the preſence 
of God, without any equivocation or mental reſervation, 
bur according to the known and plain meaning of the words 


as to me offered and propoſed. So help me Cad. 


No. II. Oath contained in the act of Geo. III. 1775. 


I A. B. do ſincereiy promiſe and ſwear, that I will be 
faithful, and bear true allegiance to his Majeſty King George 
the Third, and him will defend to the utmoſt of my power 
againſt all conſpiracies, and attempts whatever that ſhall be 
made againſt his perſon, crown or dignity; and will da my 
utmoſt endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to his la- 
jeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, all treaſons and traiterous 
confpirhcies, which may be formed againſt them. And | do 
faithfully promiſe to maintain, ſupport and defend to the 


utmoſt of my power, the ſucceſſion of the crown in his — 
f | ; Jelty's 


general council ; his power of diſpenſing and pardoning ; the 
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iety's family, againſt any perſon 'or perſons whatever, 
hereby utterly renouncing and abjuring any obedience or al- 
legiance unto the perſon taking upon himſelf, the ſtile and 


vile of the Prince of Wales in the life-time of his father; 


ind who, ſince his death, is ſaid to have aſſumed the' ſtile 
ind title of the King of Great Britain, by the name of 
Charlss the Third; and to any other perſon claiming or 
pretending a right to the crown of theſe realms. And I 


do ſwear, that I do reef and deteſt as an antichriftian and 


impious poſition, that it is lawful to murder or defiroy any per- 
fon or perſons whatſoever for, or under pretence of their 
being heretics z and alfo, that antichriſtian and impious 
principle, that, no faith is to be kept with hereties. I do 
farther declare, That it is no article of my faith, and that 
[ do renounce; rejeft and abjure the opinion, that provices 
excommunicated by the pope and council, or by any au- 
thority of the ſee of Rome, or by any authority whatſo- 
ever, may be depoſed or murdered by their. ſubjects, or any 
perſon whatſoever. And I do declare, that I do not be- 
eve that the Pope , Rome, or any other foreign prince, 
prelate, ſtate or potentate hath or ought to have any em- 
foral or civil juriſdiction: power, ſuperiority or pre-emi= 
nence, directly or indirectly within this realm. And I do 
ſolemaly in the preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify and de- 
clare, that I do make this declaration, and every part of it 
in the plain and ordinary ſenſe of the words of this oath, 
without any evaſion, equivocation, or mental reſervation hat- 
erer; and without any diſpenſation already granted by the 
Pope, or any authority of the ſee of Rome, or any perſon 
whatever z or without thinking that I am, or can be acquit- 
ted before God or man; or ab/olved of this declaration, or 
any part thereof, although the Pope or any perfons or au- 
thority whatſoever ſhall diſpenſe wwith, or annul the ſame, 
or declare it vas null and vid. N 
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_—s Ju Publiſhed, 
1 A SERMON preached at Bridge of Hei, 


near K:{barchan, at the ORDINAT0N of 
the Rev. Mr. WILLIAM STEVEN. 


By the Rev. Mr. JOHN FAIRLY. 


Alſo, A SERMON preached at Stirling at 
the Ox Df NATION of the Rev. Mr. OH 
MMILLAN, junior. 


By the Rev. Mr. JOHN M*MILLAN, Senivr 


\ In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 
An AnTiDoTE againſt POPERY: 
OR, THE 
PRINCIPAL ERRORS 


OF THE 


CHURCH oy ROME 


DETECTED any CONFUTED. 


Delivered in a Mor NIN LEecTUuRE in Southwark, 


By ſeveral Miniſters of the Goſpel in or near LoD 


To which will be added, 
The CnamBers os INAGERY in the Church of Ron: 
| laid open, in a Sermon by JOHN OWEN, P. P. 


„ The deſigned encouragers of the Work are requelt- 


ed to ſend in their ſubſcriptions with all convenient 
ſpeod. 
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